
Name oa Director

1 . Kail fin? Choi
2. Shim ml Hyok
3« Kek& Chi Soo

Kim Kee Yong
5. Yun U1 Soo
6. Nara Sang Chan
7- Cho II Kwan

Chon Chong Nam
Hong Song Yu
How Yang Ok
Mr . Hill
Chee Kyong Hee

Han Kyong Jik
Kim Young Yun
Yu Yn Hei
Chung In Kwa
Cho Bun Hang
Chang See Hv/a
Lee Hyong Sook

Lee Kyu Dong . .

Gh-Q—Knn Jao^fe^
How Chon Man
Choi Kee suk
Kim sun Ok
Abeandolebaris
Kim Dong Hyop
Kim Bong Nok

*ORPHANAGES capacity address

Seoul National
Samae Children's Home
Cfcun jin » »

Hal Myong " "

Columl- 11 »

Sam Sung n «

Po Ifwa n »

Annex No 1

Annex No 2
Yongdongpo " «

Nam Rule »

Catholic •» »

Christian " »

Chun Hyun Baby's Home
Annex No 1

13* Bo Rim Children's Home h->
ro

<~n

0

0

14* Yong Saeng " 11 300
15. Sanitarium 11 120
16 » Shin Hi Mang 11 n 250
17* Salvation Army 11 100
18. Kyong Chon Ai In 3a “ 150

, 19« Wha Song Children s Heme 50
20. A A C 3 » n 50
21, Tae Han " 11 150
.22, Moui n n 100

.23* Myong Chin 11 100

24« Han Gook 11

100

25 . Buk Nan San n 80

Paik Ui

Maria Baby's Home
Kong Saeng Children K0me

1 Sin Eyo Dong Chongno ku, Sep,
34 Nam San Dong 3rd St Chung kv
199 Chong Ryang Ri DongtaemuL
78 Myong Yoon Dong Sotaemun ku,
204 Boo Am Dong Sodaemun ku, Se
48-1 Bt>n Am Dong Songbak ku, -Se'

72 Chong No 6th St Chongno ku, .

S®n 10 Han Nam Dong Yongdangku,
315 Hong 2e Deng Sotaemun ku, 6
213-3 Fuk Suk Dong Yongdongpo k
456 Bong Dong 2nd St Yongdongpo
1 Myong Dong 2nd St Chongno ku,
32-6 Son] i/ol Dong Sotaemun ku,

334 sin Dang Dong Songdon g ku, .

368 Sin Dang Dong Sungdong ku.

370 Fu Am Dong 2nd St Yongsan ku
Moon Nae Dong Yongdongpo ku, Seou-
2®-l Hae Myong Don^ Tongtaemun ku,< Sec
52 Sang D0 Dong Yongdongpo ku, Seoul
18 Buk Ahyun Dong San Sodaemun ku, Seoul
205 1st Hangangno Yongdangpo ku, Seoul
67-I Ki Dong Tongtaemun ku, Seoul
326 Buk Ahyun D0ng 1st St Sotaemun
50 Chung Mu Ro 3rd St Changku, Seou'
12 Myong Mok Dong Bongdongku, Seou'
.52 Sin Dang Dong sungbuk ku, Seoi

San 5 Yae Jang long Chung ku, Sec

506 Chong Nung Dong Sung Buk Seou

149-49 Jung Lim Dong Sutaemun kv

Song Do Dong, 35 Yongdongpo ku,

Chong Yang No Dong, East Gate*

Lee Yun Yong
Yun ul Soo
Choi Fung up
Yun Ul Soo
Min Yong Jae
Hyon Dong Wan
Woo Dong Choi
Woo Dong Choi
Han Kyong Jik

HOSPITALS
1, Seoul City Haspital

2, Metropolitan

3, Saint Mary

4, Children

5« Seoul Electric

6 , Isolation

7* Korean Red Cross

.
8 , Transportation

9, Yongdongpo
10, Italian
11, Sanitarium
12, Severance

13* Women's Medical College

14, Paik °urgical hospital

15, Ewha College '•

l 6 * Narcotic Gontrol Clinia

17, National Police Hospital

13, Mental Hospital

19, Paik Ui Hospital

OTHER INSTITUTIONS
1. Seoul 0-^d People's Horae

2* Catholic did Age Home

3., Convalescent H0me

4. Columba Convalescent H^me

5* Chon Ai Disabled Home

6* Sam Dong ''ottiqi 'a ijome

7. Song °him Boy Nursey

% Song Shim Home for Widows
and Children

9, Yong Nak Old Peopled Home

16 6th St UfdhirbJ Seoul
1st Whong Don] ^hun^ ku, Seoul

39 1st St Chedong ^hung ku, Seou

Ja Cha Dong Chung ku, Seoul
So So Mun Sodccmun kum Seoul

46 Okin Dong Choong ku, Seoul

34 1st St Chong jongno Bodaemun Ku\

63 3rd Iiangangno Seoul
Yongdongpo Yong ongpo ku, Seoul
Wo Sin Dong Yongdon ;po ku, Seoul

291 Hae! Kyong Dong 1'ongtaemun ku, Se

Nam Dae MuR 5th St ChHRg KU| Seo-'

"op J'fam Dop
g pjiQfVI KHi Seoul

35 Chn Dong Ku
f
Peoul

72 Chopg Nq 6th 'St ku
i

255 Ui Chi 4th St Chung ku, St

53 Chung Mu Ho 1st St Chung ku, Sec

49 Chong Lyang Hi ^ong, Tae Mon ku
(

149-49 Jung Lim Dong Sutaemun ku, 3

4-3 Chung Woon Dong uhon gno ku, Seoi

30-38 Hdo Am Dong Yongsan ku, Seou'

12 Won Hio *o 1st St Yongsan ku, Se'

Near The Columba Children's Home

8-33 Yong Mun Dong fongsanku Seoui

15 2ka Han Kang Ro. Yongsan ku, Sa

43 Towondong Yongsan kUp

3-6 Do Won Dong Yongsan kU| Sebul

26l Don; Am uong °ung Ku^ .Seou-





Korean Grads Join Army
rtsv?

College Terms Are Shortened So Quotas
Can Be Filled Immediately

Seoul, Korea, Dec. 4.—By government
order, Korean school terms were shortened
this fall and graduation ceremonies held

l late in November so students would be
available to fill quotas for Republic of
Korea armed forces. At the conclusion of
commencement exercises at Severance

f
Union Medical College, the army and

V ' navy conducted induction ceremonies for
r

:i 24 graduates, and 8 of the others were
'{already in uniform. Twenty-four of Chosun
• Christian University’s ng graduates were
'also in uniform, and the rest soon will be.

I'

Theological Graduates
Flock to Chaplaincy
The processional hymn “The Fight Is

JcOn,” sung at graduation ceremonies at
Presbyterian General Assembly Theolog-

ical Seminary, may well have been pro-
phetic. Many of the men graduates will

enter the newly expanded R.O.K. chap-
laincy. Ceremonies for the 112 graduates

Tk(of whom 8 were women) were held in
"(fung Nak Presbyterian Church, where an

Six students from abroad, now receiving financial aid from the 194th Rotary district, overflow crowd gathered. Archibald Camp-
*

i hered here recently at a district Rotary convention. They are attending colleges in this>,JeI1 . first president of this largest of Pres-

: Tl.ey are. Iron! row, left lo right. Jamal Eddin MuzaUar of Jordan, Miss As, rid

Lomholdt of Denmark and Toyomasa Fuse, Sapporo, Japan. In the rear are, left to right,

p

resident
j
Hyung Nyong Pak, officiated.

Ayodele Emilola Dehinde, Nigeria: Hak Yul Kim, Seoul, Korea, and Titus Modupe Adepoju,,

-Niger-—

^

Jrresbyterians

Split in Korea

^
Independent General Assembly Is Set

Up by 40 Dissenters—Churches Are
Establishing Own Schools

Seoul, Korea, June 24.—A little noted

but disturbing event in early June was the

gathering of a small group of dissidents

protesting the Presbyterian General As-

sembly’s recent actions pertaining to the

theological seminaries. [See The Christian

Century for May 27, p. 644.] This group

of about 40 set up an independent General

Assembly. They do not appear to represent

a very large number, as six small churches

from one presbytery sent seven delegates.

In the established assembly, the ratio is

one delegate to every 10 churches.

Underwood Asks for

Thought on Peace

A month-old letter from Lt. Horace
Grant Underwood of the U.S. navy, the

senior interpreter at Panmunjom, says:

“Once again the representatives of two
great forces in the world today are meeting
in a little shack in the village of Panmun-
jom. As the whole world looks to that

little shack to see whether there will be
what passes for peace in this year of our
Lord 1953, the real question once again

is the price of peace. What will we pay in

money, in lives, in honor? As payment for

peace, the U.N. is apparently willing to

shelve, for the time being, its premise of

a united Korea. What the present talks

are really concerned with is how much we
are going to pay. Are we going to pay
with the lives of those to whom we have
promised asylum? Are we going to pay with
the lives of those prisoners the communists
hold and won’t give back—literally tens of

thousands of them? Are we going to pay
with our honor, so that men everywhere
who looked to us with hope have to turn
away in discouragement from another lost

ideal? The answers are hard and can come
only from the hearts and consciences of the
millions of free men and women after
prayerful thought.” [Lt. Underwood is a
descendant of the first Presbyterian mis-
sionary in Korea.

—

Ed.]

Add Story to

Severance

A fifth story has been added to the one
general hospital unit of Severance hospital
here that escaped destruction, and is to
be dedicated July 1. This nearly doubles
the number of beds, since the construction
also makes the fourth story usable. Funds
were provided by the U.N. Korea Rehabili-
tation Agency. The new floor will be given
over to nonpaying bed patients. More than
half the service Severance currently gives
is free. ... At the close of its first six

months of operation, the Korean amputee
rehabilitation project had provided 106
artificial limbs to an even hundred men,
women and children and taught them how
to use them. Additional centers for ampu-
tees are being opened in Chunju and
Taejon, so that at least twice as many will
be helped in the second half-year of the
project. Daily worship services and the

practical demonstration of Christian help-

fulness go on simultaneously.

Churches Start

Many Schools

About 1934 weekday “Bible clubs” were
started by Francis Kinsler of the Presby-
terian Church. Such “clubs” are now bur-
geoning all over the land and have become
the poor child’s only hope of a primary
education. They combine the features of a

daily vacation Bible school, a 4-H club

and cub scouting. Around 30,000 children

arc now enrolled—9,000 in Seoul alone.

Marion Hartness, preinvasion principal

who has returned, reports that a “club"
opened this week in an unused building at

the Pierson Memorial Bible Institute has
enrolled 113 youngsters from homes too

poor to pay the public school fee of 50
cents a month. Another enterprise recently

opened at Pierson Memorial is the higher
Bible institute, with an enrollment of 35.

And So Forth

Mrs. William Shaw of the Methodist

(
Pusan Fire Destroys

,

^Bible Society Stock
j'

n
The disastrous fire which recently de-

ol
.'troyed more than one-sixth of refugee-

nc R-?'i
vd
u Pusan burned down the Korei

Bible House and its stock. Meanwhile, the
site of the original Bible House in Seoul is

? Pi ?J
umb

f
,ed hea P of twisted girders.

r. Rebuilding from the ground up will be
necessary in both cases. Within a few

n hours of the tragic Pusan fire, relief teams
a: trom the various churches in the city were
lo caring for the burned-out families in their
sc memberships. Also on the job were armed

i°,
rces

,
P
f.7

or
J

nel and representatives of

M Church World Service and government
agencies With w.nter at hand, the aid

m .

rushed to the destitute will still be
3 I

inadequate.

Appenzeller’s Death Loss to
Korea, Missionary Cause

f 'tu
° dcath of Hcnry Appenzeller (see

• i he Christ.an Century for Dec. 30, p.

c
Church World Service has lost an

-- ------ able admm.strator, Korea one of her great-
Mision has started a model widows sewing est friends, and the missionary movement
project. Daily 25 women gather to make 1 one of its ablest administrators. Appen-
garments to order or, using what materials seller was born in Korea, the son of pioneer
are available, for sale through distribution f Methodist missionaries, and returned here
centers. Similar projects are under way in after schooling in the U.S. to become
Pusan. They furnish women a means of ' principal of Pai Chai high school for boys
supporting themselves and their children. and to carry on many of the other duties
The Republic of Korea chaplaincy uses i

t,ia t fall to the ordained missionary His
the following breakdown of Christian father died when the vessel in which lieV n

"lUl
‘ was traveling on a preaching itinerary wentdown off the west coast 0 f Korea. His

p
St
f
r

* ,^
,ire

>
,

vvas president emeritus ofW
u
or
T
Pn s University at the time of

ner death here in 1949.

groups in Korea: Roman Catholic, 12.5
per cent; Methodist, 19.6; Oriental Mis-
sionary Society, 11.5; Presbyterian, 51.7;
Salvation Army, 2.7; all others, 2.

Sue Comstock Adams.



forgiv REPORT ON KOREA
thev i

“The Presbyterian Church in

. ", Korea outnumbers all other
the nt Christian groups together—Ro-
VVhenman Catholic plus all other

he me Protestant denominations. Our
redeet Church of 500,000 souls has a

great, working, throbbing re-
ever 'ligion which too often puts
meanlyours and mine to shame,
moun "The people are magnificent

as H< in their faith . If given a chance

lovint the next twenty-five years,

„ ,n„v there isn’t a shadow of a doubt
y but that Korea will become the

m su<
f irst Christian country in the

life ( Orient.

To "No matter how the fighting

goes, we will have a staggering

task to face! If a beachhead is

maintained on the Korean
mainland, we must face up to

v,.*. the challenge of hundreds of

this i
thousands of destitute refugees.

1
We already have a sizeable re-

‘ 1

lief bill on our hands up to the
t0 ur present moment as our mission-

yearr aries reach out a helping hand

In to Christian people. If the

worst should occur and the U.

N. forces are completely with-

drawn from Korea, the govern-

ment has already indicated that

tens of thousands of civilian

evacuees will be moved to safe-

ty. It will tax our resources to

the limit to sustain the Chris-

tian leaders and others among
came these groups who deserve our

Th compassion and support. Many

,

thousands have already reached,

safety outside Korea and re-'

ports indicate that additional’

thousands will soon follow if[

the situation demands such ac- •

•lion.
|

In such words does Dr. John
T. Peters report to us on what

he found in Korea. Dr. Peters

is Promotional Secretary of the

General Council. He visited 1

Korea the last__of December.

1950. All gifts from “One Great

Hour of Sharing” not otherwise
;

designated will be used for Ko-
j

rea.

heirs

the

we i

8:17

storie

man
whicl

ninet

them
ing.”

he fc

coins

worn
bol r.

ring <

the s

light*

she f

sists

and 1

Th
One
Whei
he w
money, his honor, and his manhood
were gone, he found himself with false

friends. Here Jesus added a deft touch:

the man came to himself. He now
realized his folly. God knows our folly,

but we must recognize it before he will

help us.

Mow shall they be comforted?

God's righteous servant "shall see of

the travail of his soul, and shall be sat-

isfied.” This is really the triumph of con-

cern; it is the victory of the man who
cares. The investment of life, in helping

carry through the redemptive work of

God’s love, is completely satisfying. This

is our supreme obligation as citizens of

the Kingdom of Heaven, but it is also

our highest privilege.

Christianity will triumph because it

is God’s purpose for the world. How
can we share in this victory? Happy is

the man who is concerned, for he shall

be strengthened for his labors; he shall

discover what is the meaning- of life.

February 21, 1953

Sheer Iconoclasm

SIR: For sheer iconoclasm The Chris-

tian Century excels all other Christian peri-

odicals I know except perhaps the Chris-

tian Beacon. Whether the periodic blasts

have been against the Truman doctrine in

Greece, the defense program of the Penta-

gon or mission policy in Korea, all alike

are withering in their criticism and display

a finality and omiscience seldom claimed

by other editors.

Your latest, “Korea—The Continuing

Tragedy” (July 4), is based upon a report

which you admit still needs verifying and
which you fail to state was denied a day or

two later by a government spokesman. And
then you quote approvingly a plan which

calls for “dissolution of the two existing

governments [North and South Korea],

since neither enjoys popular confidence, to

provide the people of Korea with an un-

fettered opportunity to determine their

own future.” The statement that the two

governments lack popular confidence ap-

plied to the Communist regime in North
Korea is certainly true; applied to the

South Korean government it is absolutely

false. I heard a Communist lecturer this

spring at the Jefferson School in New York
expound this theme at great length—i. e.,

that Syngman Rhee is in power only by
virtue of United States arms—but it is

wearying to hear American editors take up
the tune and chant it too. It is simply not

true, as the missionaries who know Korea
will almost unanimously testify.

In a further fallacy you assert this disso-

lution (presumably by outside intervention)

should take place “to provide the people of

Korea with an unfettered opportunity to

determine their own future.” The South
Korean government may have many weak-
nesses, and it has, but no one who knows
the facts can say that it was not brought

into being by the “unfettered” elections of

1948 and 1950 under the supervision of a

United Nations commission. As U. N. re-

ports will show, about 80 per cent of the

Installation Can Be Made Now for
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electorate participated in electing its Na-
tional Assembly, some 2,000 candidates

having run in 1950 for the 200 available

seats. (I was there when it happened.) And
if Korea is still free in 1952 there will be

another election, a new assembly and per-

haps a new president, but let’s not have the

U. S., or even the U. N., dictate who shall

make up the Korean government. In 1948
Syngman Rhee was elected president by

the assembly by better than a 90 per cent

majority. Syngman Rhee may not even be

re-elected in 1952, when his term expires,

but most of those who have lived a matter

of years in Korea feel he still has the over-

whelming support of the Korean people.

If it is facts on Korea you want in The
Christian Century, why do you have no
Korea correspondent, and why is it that to

my knowledge you have never carried

articles by Korean nationals in recent years

either on the church or on the political sit-

uation in Korea? Why did you not carry

material by either Kyung-jik Han or Hy-
ungki Lew, both of whom recently toured

the United States? One is the leading

Presbyterian minister and the other is the

acting bishop of the Methodist Church in

Korea. Why do you not seek some facts

from Helen Kim, president of Ewha Wom-
en’s University, a former official in the

South Korean government and currently in

the U. S.? Why have you failed to contact

George Paik, minister of education in Rhce’s
cabinet and until he took this post the

honored president of the Chosen Christian

University? If it is facts on the legislature

you seek, why not write Y. S. Lee, who was
elected to the National Assembly in 1950
from the Inchon district? Dr. Lee, when
war broke out, was the president of Sever-

ance Union Medical College and Hospital,

our oldest Christian medical institution in

Korea.

The Republic of Korea came to birth in

1948 without a semblance of training in

self-government, and has lived its three

infant years under constant threat of inva-

sion from the north, continuous Communist
infiltration, sabotage and open guerrilla
warfare, climaxing in the attack of June
I95°- The South Korean government, in-
cluding its president, had doubtless made
many and grave mistakes, but it is well that
impatient Americans, as well as iconoclastic
editors, not expect the Koreans io do in
three years what we have not achieved in
175. despite our Christian heritage. I doubt
if in either Seoul or Pusan you could find
a mink coat or a deep freeze.

E. Otto DeCamp.
Presbyterian Foreign Mission Board
New York, N. Y.
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Mrs. Edward Adams presents candy and straw stars from German children to orphaned youngsters at Young Auk Church in Seoul.

eons Children

Photographs by Raymond Provost

Broad-faced, pug-nosed Chang Myong
Sik was working in the fields near Taegu
when it happened.

He was only ten years old, but he

had already lived a lifetime. As he

struggled through the barren valley

with his clumsy basket looking for sticks

and dry weeds, he remembered when
the ground was full of grain. But that

was months—ages—ago. That was before

the mortars crashed and the machine

guns spit death in Chang's little valley.

That was before the long march when
the stones tore at his feet and his sister

whimpered with hunger on his back.

A plane had crumpled his father on

that awful walk. A giant bird which

appeared for an instant had magically

covered his father with a shower of

molten raindrops. Chang’s father died

without a cry. The walking took many,

many days—up and down the ridges,

through the torn villages. Somehow
Chang, his mother, and sister came back

to the farm in the little valley.

Next year the people of the now-

peaceful valley were going to plant crops.

The sticks and the dry weeds that Chang

was gathering helped to clear the fields

and to warm Chang's family and the

grain and bark soup they would eat

that day. Then there was a flash of red-

dish-yellow fire. Chang's mother, who
a minute before had idly been watching

her son's head bob up and down over

his basket, saw something hurtle through

the air. Paralyzed with fear, she waited

for a scream. It came, unlocking her feet.

She rushed toward her moaning, qua-

liased on facts and incidents selected

from letters of missionaries in Korea

vering son, and pulled him toward her

lap, frantically trying to stop the bleed-

ing.

Neighbors came to help. Tearing

strips from their clothes, they crudely

bandaged two torn legs and what was

left of two mangled hands. Chang

Myong Sik touched off a relic of the

days when the valley was rimmed with

death—a forgotten landmine. Nobody

knew whether it was planted by the

United Nations, North Korea, or China.

Nobody cared. Its work was finally done.

But not so with Chang. Chang is

Korea—young but ancient, innocent but

scarred—victim of a tragedy that burst

upon him, but loved and helped by

neighbors who sacrificed of their own

possessions to give him life.

When veteran missionary doctor Reu-

ben Torrey first saw Chang at the Taegu

PllESUYTF.KI AN LlFE
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Presbyterian Hospital, be was shocked:

‘Tragic, terrified eyes, blinking to re-

strain tears, stared through the mass of

bandages. What little that could be

seen of his face was lacerated and

streaked with blood. Vainly he tried to

conceal his arms with their blood-soaked

wrappings. The left hand was gone

above the wrist. Several fingers were

missing from the right hand. The an-

guish of the frightened, suffering eyes

at times still haunts me.”

Today Chang is a prized patient in

the First Corps Korean Children's Am-

putee Clinic at church-supported Sever-

ance Hospital in Seoul. His head, arms,

and legs still ringed with bandages,

Chang is a cheerful, hopeful young man.

Chang is Korea-marked indelibly by

the hideous reality of war, but strong in

a faith for the future brought to him by

strangers as well as neighbors.

The Children's Amputee Clinic at

Severance Hospital was created and en-

dowed by the officers and men of the

United States First Army Corps. Just

recently the Corps sent a $71,000 check

to Church World Service, the relief aim

of the National Council of Churches,

for the administration of the Clinic. The

money was sent from Korea to New
York, not New York to Korea. The First

Corps is fighting for Chang and millions

of his brothers and sisters, with guns as

well as donations.

Korea is also Chei Chul Yong, the

four-year-old urchin who showed up in

Taegu last June with no family and no

knowledge that he had ever had one.

There are more than 30,000 amputees

in South Korea; there must be more

than 300,000 like Chei.

Presbyterian missionary Bob Rice

says, “No one knows who brought Chei

or how he came. Even at this tender

age, Chei was a typical professional

street beggar, with the traditional tin

begging can he had found or someone

had made for him. For the first week,

he would not let the beggar’s can leave

his person, crying whenever it was taken

away from him. The begging was prob-

ably the only contact with life he had

ever had. He carried the can with him

at washtime, at mealtime—wherever he

went. At first this little boy ate more

than anyone else in the orphanage—his

stomach puffed out from overeating.

During the first week or so. Chei would

not obey. He shuck at his teachers,

picking up stones in his worn little hands

to throw at anyone who hied to make

him do anything.”

But Chei Chul Yong had come to a

place which was waiting for young men
exactly like him. It is one of the first

of Korea's “Boys’ Towns,” started and

supported by the Presbyterian Church

and scores of GI’s of many faiths. Called

Boys' Home, this particular orphanage

near Taegu is headed by another young

Fluruaby 21, 1953
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Korean orphans often suffer from more than uie loss oi pare...,. "

churchman Robert Pierce comforts boy with frozen feet aboard hospital ship.

don’t rely entirely on help from abroad. They help them-
.md
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man named Chei — thirty-one-year-old

Chei Chang Yung.

Mr. Yung, a recent graduate of the

Presbyterian seminary in Taegu, is a

native of North Korea. In addition to

Boys’ Home, Mr. Yung has been pastor

of a refugee congregation near the or-

phanage. Of the more than 200 orphan-

ages in Korea, Boys’ Home is one of the

smallest, with some fifty enrolled. But

with the help of GI engineers, a new
building has recently been constructed

and the old one repaired to house many
more str.eet beggars.

Last fall, missionary Rice saw the

smaller Chei again. There was quite a

difference. ‘‘Chei Chul Yong had man-
ners and much more besides. After a

polite bow, he recited the Lord’s Prayer,

the Twenty-third Psalm, two New Test-

ament passages, and the Apostles’ Creed.

And then, with a little coaxing to over-

come shyness, he sang the first verses

of ‘Jesus Loves Me’ and three other

hymns, and added a table grace for good
measure.”

Little Chei is bright, but he is only

about the same age as the new Korea.

He is on his way to the kind of life that

God wants all men to have. Will he con-

tinue to have that chance, helped by
his countrymen and their friends? Will

the thousands of others who are Korea?
The news about children like these

travels fast and travels far. Last sum-
mer in a part of Europe that is no longer

free, a group of young Cermans received

aid from the women of the Presbyterian

Church U.S.A. In return, the Germans,
using oat straw, made thousands of

fancy stars. And somehow or other these

young Christians of the cold war got

their message and the stars through to

Christians in Free Europe; the young
people wanted the stars used to help
the children of the hot war—in Korea.

Dozens of these beautiful, straw stars

reached the United States and were put
on sale by the Presbyterian Church’s

Board of Foreign Missions at 156 Fifth

Avenue, New York. Proceeds came to

some $200. Just before Christmas, Mrs.
Edward Adams, veteran Korea mission-

ary and wife of the head of Korea’s

Presbyterian U.S.A. mission, received

the money with the directive that the

German youngsters wanted it to be used
for a “treat for some Korean boys and
girls.”

Two hundred American dollars is a

small fortune in Korea even to a group
of grown-up refugees. On Christmas
Day, scores of parentless Korean chil-

dren at Severance Hospital and Young
Nak Presbyterian Church, Seoul — re-

ceived helpings of candy through Sue

One Great Hour of Sharing

Adams, from friends on the other side
of the world. Most of the $200 was used,
however, to add on to the orphanage-
building at Young Nak Church.

In Chilesso, Portuguese West Africa,
a group of children of the Umbundu
tribe gathered several months ago for
a prayer meeting.

At the meeting they decided to hold
an offering to help the needy of other
lands. When asked about their specific

request, the African children stated,

“We want our offering to help the war
orphans in Korea.”

The collection consisted of dried corn,

dried beans, safety-pins (scarce and
precious possessions), eggs, a sliver of

soap, and coins varying in value from
seven-tenths of a cent to three-and-a-

half cents. Converted into American
money, the total was two dollars, which
was sent to Church World Service for

transmission to Korea.

To the 10,000,000 refugees crowded
into the rock-strewn mountains and val-

leys of free Korea, this help for coura-

geous children is the finest kind of in-

surance policy for the future of a nation.

The Christians of Korea, along with

their friends, the missionaries, doctors

and nurses, are working tirelessly—often

twenty hours a day-to see that this

future is preserved and strengthened in

orphanages, Bible schools, field clinics,

roofless churches, and colleges that have
little but names and students. For Pres-

byterians and other Christians in Amer-
ica, the task at hand is not only to

provide shoes and sweaters and coats

for this future, but to continue with

the premium payments on the surest

risk in the world.

Young Nak Presbyterian Church still stands as the symbol of a Christian citadel in a heavily damaged area of Seoul.

20 Presbyterian Life
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Churches of 18 denominations will join in simultaneous

“One Great Hour” observances on March 8. Mate.ials

for these observances can be obtained from Church World
Service, 120 East 23rd St., New York 10, N. Y. The
Disciples of Christ and the Methodist Church will hold

their observances in the week of February 15-22, and
others will choose other periods. While something is gained

by simultaneous effort, which grows every year, the most

important thing is that every local church and every com-

munity make certain it acts to share what it has with

suffering mankind, and does so at the earliest possible

moment.

Nehru Addresses

World Council

ADDITIONAL information concerning the Lucknow
meeting of the central committee of the World Coun-

cil of Churches includes a report of the address of Prime

Minister Nehru of India. In the opinion of many of the

delegates at this meeting, Mr. Nehru comes nearer to

possessing the qualities required of a world statesman than

any other living man, Mr. Churchill not excepted. He
reminded the 120 delegates to this international meeting

that no nation is now strong enough to shape the world

according to its own will. The point was well taken, and it

stands without regard to possession of atomic weapons.

Since no nation can dominate the world, Mr. Nehru
pointed out, it is necessary to take into account certain

facts we may not like to admit. One of these is the transfer

of China to communism. He declared that the emergence

of China as a communist country shook the balance of

power in Asia. According to Ecumenical Press Service,

“he added that much of our trouble arises because we try

to ignore certain basic facts, which refuse to be ignored.

He noted that China and India have even greater popula-

tions than the United States and Russia. In the course of

10 or 20 years, he pointed out, these backward countries

will develop and affect the balance of power.” The moral

is plainly that the wise should take this fact into account in

shaping present policy. Since Mr. Nehru introduced at

this point in his address a defense of India’s recent efforts

in the United Nations to get an armistice, he seemed to be

saying that the Russians will be shortsighted if they do not

reconsider their opposition to that overture. He ranged

widely over world affairs in his address, dwelling with

particular emphasis on the racial tension in South Africa.

No nation, he contended, can long manage its affairs on

the basis of racial discrimination. It is all to the good that

the leaders of the World Council had the privilege of mak-
ing Mr. Nehru’s acquaintance, and he theirs.

The Vatican Defines

Religious Liberty

AT THE TIME the pope was elevating 24 new cardi-

* nals, L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican newspaper,

published the documents on which the church bases its

charge that it is under persecution in Yugoslavia. In con-

nection with these allegations, the Vatican outlined seven

conditions which, it asserted, must be met by the govern-

ment of Yugoslavia before religious freedom will obtain in
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Immigration Law Revision

Needed Promptly
D EVISION of the McCarran-Walter immigration act

of 1952 will undoubtedly require some months to

complete, but Cqngress should start work without more

delay. No piece of legislation passed in recent years has

aroused such unanimous opposition from the churches of

this country. Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox

Christians and Reform and Conservative Jews have spoken,

written, passed resolutions, testified at hearings, and done

everything else they could think of to impress on the mind
of Congress their view that the immigration and naturali-

zation policy of this country should be positive and not

negative. Now they look to Congress. They look hopefully

because on October 17 last Candidate Eisenhower said:

“The McCarran immigration law must be rewritten. A
better law must be written that will strike an intelligent,

unbigoted balance between the immigration welfare of

America and the prayerful hopes of the unhappy and the

oppressed.” One reason why revision should be speeded up

now that Mr. Eisenhower is President, is that the executive

arm of the government Is having to employ hundreds of

additional officials and to set up a very costly administra-

tive structure to carry out the McCarran act. More im-

portant is the need to repair as soon as possible the damage
that was done to America’s good name by incorporation

into law of the political and racial conceptions which

dominate this legislation. At Denver in December, the

General Assembly of the National Council of Churches

stated the point of view of its 30 member denominations
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by urging “well considered legislation amending our basic

immigration law so as to remove unjust and discriminatory

provisions, and also immediate special legislation to permit

and assist our fair share of the refugees to enter the United

States for permanent residence.” Churchmen will render

a service at once civic and Christian by calling this action

to the attention of their representatives in Congress with-

out further delay.

No Christian Peace

in Korea?
What can Christians contribute to peace in Korea? Is

there a strategy which Christians can follow in this situation

—a course of action which grows out of Christian faith and

conviction? If it is not possible under the present circum-

stances to outline what might be called a Christian strategy,

is it possible to point out one or more elements of a course of

action which might help bring peace? Many people are ask-

ing themselves such questions. Thoughtful people know that

there is no easy answer, but they keep hoping that the direc-

tion in which an answer may be found will be pointed out by

persons whose standards of judgment they trust.

THE PARAGRAPH above was part of a letter re-

cently written by The Christian Century to fifteen

leading Americans and a dozen outstanding Euro-

peans. It was sent out because we feel a deep sense of need

for light. The question it asks is uppermost in myriads of

minds all over the world. Is there a Christian way out of

the impasse in Korea? If there is no Christian strategy, is it

still possible for Christians to do something which will

sooner or later help the cause of peace? This paper wants

to know. We invite those who know the answer, or those

who know only part of the answer, or those who think

they may know where the answer is hidden, to consider

that the question is addressed to them.

I

As this is written, ten replies have arrived. A bishop has

promised to write later. Six of the ten politely and regret-

fully declined to attempt an answer. We will not publish

their names. We do not wish to embarrass them. More-

over, we sympathize with the world-famous scientist who
wrote: “I find subjects of this sort very difficult to write

about, and I am so busy with various chores that it would

be impossible for me to give it the attention it would de-

mand.”

Having undertaken to write about it, we see why the

president of one of the greatest universities in America

answered: “I have pondered the matter at considerable

length and I do not feel I can produce a statement worthy

of the great cause.” But some attempt at expression is nec-

essary if Christian thought is not to yield to paralysis. We
can hardly accept the position of an eminent European

theologian who replied: “Unfortunately I do not feel that

I have anything new to say on this matter at the present

time, such as would justify my breaking into print. The

whole situation is of the most distressing kind possible, and

causes thought in all our minds.” Great inward distress and

furious mental effort without some sort of outward ex-

pression adds up to neurosis. We have no fears in this di-

rection for our theological friend, but others may not be

so well fortified against strain.

II

Three of the ten attempted to answer the question. One
was Kirby Page of La Habra, California. Ever since the

First World War, Dr. Page has declared the pacifist faith

throughout this country. He replied to our questions con-

cerning what Christians can contribute to the making of

peace in Korea as follows:

SIR: The achievement of better relations between the

United States and Soviet Russia is the price of security and

well-being for the Koreans and the other peoples of the earth.

War offers no hope of solutions, whatever its temperature may
be. Eventually war if continued will mount from cold to hot

to boiling, with utter devastation from worldwide use of atom

bombs, hydrogen bombs and bacterial weapons.

The Christian strategy is compassion and concern for friend

and foe, good will and love of allies and enemies, humility and

contrition, forbearance and forgiveness of offenders, continuing

appeals to “that of God in every man,” reconciliation and res-

toration, mutual aid and cooperation, confidence in the re-

demptive power of prayer flowing through the lives of meek

and sacrificial followers of our Lord, courage and daring to

run the risks of doing what is known to be right in the sight of

God, with humble willingness to leave the outcome in our

Father’s loving hands.

If the Christian strategy is to be taken seriously, peoples and

governments must abandon the race of armaments and com-

petitive imperialism, and endeavor resolutely to conquer world-

wide hunger and help men everywhere to help themselves to a

good life. Our minds are exhilarated at the thought of the

limitless possibilities of good in a policy of diverting war funds

into a stupendous program, through the United Nations, of

technical assistance to increase the efficiency of agriculture and

industry, worldwide sanitary and health measures, compre-

hensive and adequate aid to education.

Think of the countless blessings which would be showered

upon mankind if we would wage war against hunger with energy

comparable to the way we wage war against our fellows!

The decisive question is not, Is this policy practicable when

tested by the standards of worldly men? No, here is the ques-

tion upon which we must concentrate: Is it right in the sight

of God? Our search must be for knowledge of the will of God

and for power to do it.

The penalty of continuing to do what is manifestly contrary

to the holy will of God is strife and devastation. Through wor-

ship and fellowship we must obtain the vision and confidence

and courage to run the risks of trusting the Christian strategy

of overcoming evil with good. Mankind’s hope is not to be

found in conformity to the practices of this world, but in fuller

allegiance to the way of Jesus, beginning in me.

Dr. Page believes the Christian faith has everything to

do with the making of peace. Unfortunately he never

arrives in Korea. He does not speak to the present,

but to the future. We have to begin where we are—in

Korea. We have to begin now—in the third year of an

attempt by the United Nations to resist aggression. We
have to make decisions on very concrete issues: Shall our

soldiers abandon the line they hold across Korea? Would

it be “compassion and concern for friend and foe” for us

to forsake 20 million people in the Republic of Korea who

are gambling their lives on the faith that we will never

desert them? In the face of communist expansionism, does

Christian strategy demand that we withdraw successively

from Korea, from Japan, from the Philippines, from Indo-
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ncsia and from India as rapidly as each is endangered. \\ e

cannot believe it does. Rather it seems to require a more

energetic effort to build world government under law

through the United Nations.

Ill

Another of the three answers received from the first ten

respondents came from Rcinhold Niebuhr of Union Theo-

logical Seminary, New York. Dr. Niebuhr did not become

America’s most influential theologian by dodging issues,

and he does not dodge this one. He also speaks with the

conviction of a man who has often been over the ground.

He not only knows that Korea is there, but he looks at it

with eyes that perceive its full tragedy. He writes

:

SIR: I do not think that a Christian who is not a pacifist

can possibly advance a particularly Christian solution for the

Korean conflict. It is a part of our total struggle with world

communism, and I do not think that there are particularly

Christian insights for the strategic problems involved. I do

believe that Christian resources are necessary if our nation is

to play its part in avoiding war in this global conflict with

communism. Christian resources will be necessary if we are to

be modest enough, despite our power, to establish community

with the free nations. There seems to me also no way, without

the Christian faith, to bear the tremendous burdens which we

have to bear without certainty of historic success. These are

large issues for which the Christian faith is relevant. But it

would be pretentious to offer a “Christian” solution for the

special problem of Korea.

Both Niebuhr and Page recognize that the situation for

Down,

Editor The- Christian Century:

SIR: “I was just thinking,” she said, “that Mrs. Dinkle-

fuss is exactly like her little dog.”

“Nonsense,” I replied with scorn. “Her dog is a little

yipping terrier and Mrs. Dinklefuss is a not too distant

relative of the walrus family.”

“Just the same,” she said, unsilenced, “they are a lot

alike. They both yip. I just heard her dog barking at the

new milkman, and he sounded just like her growling at

the milk bill.”

Perhaps she had something there. The dog is man’s,

and woman’s, best friend. Perhaps he is also the best

mirror, or caricature. Perhaps Mrs. D. and her suspicious

little pup are sisters under their skin.

They both bark at strangers. After a year or so, Fido

gets to know the new milkman and tolerates him as a

familiar nuisance. But let anyone else appear—yip! yip!

yip! So does his mistress. “I always say,” she announces,

“you never can tell about strangers.” But you can always

tell about Mrs. D. She doesn’t like them. So far as sym-

pathy and understanding are concerned, she passed her

own McCarran Immigration Bill years ago and has never

amended a line. “Aren’t those terrible Adonis brothers

Italians? Well, there you are! Never mind about Michel-

angelo and Marconi. They probably had a mixture of

Anglo-Saxon blood.” She doesn’t like any newcomers of

post-Mayflower vintage. She sniffs at them, and often

which Christians as well as others seek some kind of solu-

tion in Korea is part of the worldwide struggle between

democratic and communist ways of life. But when Dr.

Niebuhr says : “I do not think that there are particularly

Christian insights for the stragetic problems involved,”

is it not possible that he does not sufficiently distinguish

between the immediate tactics and the long-range strategy

required in Korea?

Strategy requires appraisal of the ultimate aims and

the principal means used by our opponents. It would be

impossible for Dr. Niebuhr to make his profound and we

believe true analysis of communism as a heretical religion

with a utopian view of society and a humanistic concep-

tion of man’s real nature if he did not use as a starting

point the Christian faith.

Christian insight is therefore indispensable to the most

essential operation in the setting up of a strategy. It helps

us understand the spiritual nature of the communist drive

and so the mind of those with whom we struggle. In ad-

dition, as Dr. Niebuhr points out, Christian resources must

be called into use if we are to exercise the restraint neces-

sary to keep the war from spreading, if we are to behave in

such a way that we can hold together the community of

free nations, if we are to have the fortitude to bear our

burdens knowing that we may fail. This may not be the

whole answer, but it points in the direction of the answer.

Next week we will publish a letter received from a British

Christian leader and others which may arrive by that time.

We hope the bishop will not forget his promise.

Fido!

barks without sniffing. Like her and her pup, many people

have a dog’s-eye view of the human race.

Also, like Fido, some people bark at any new idea. They

belong to the “Grass will grow in the streets” brotherhood,

or sisterhood. If any new idea is tried, the grass etc. Here

is a yip from England in the 1840s when railroads began

to run. The Tory John Bull wrote: “Would anybody mean

to say that decent people would consent to be hurried

along through the air upon a railroad? Or that women . . .

would endure the fatigue, misery and danger of being

dragged through the air at the rate of twenty miles an

hour, their lives being at the mercy of a tin pipe?” When

S. F. B. Morse tried to sell stock in the telegraph, a pack

of angry Fidos in Boston barked ferociously and had him

charged with obtaining money under false pretenses.

Mrs. D. and Fido and a lot of others have a canine

sense of their own yard. The terrier grows frantic if any-

one walks up to the house. He barks, “Mine, mine, mine!

Keep off!” So Mr. and Mrs. Fido bark, “Tax anyone else,

they probably deserve it. But don’t tax me ! Bowwow-

wow!” Or, “I can’t help it if the Community Chest missed

its goal. This is my yard. Get out!”

Some time ago we were advised, on good authority, to

“let the ape and tiger die.” We had better do the same

with the yipping pup in our nature, for he is a greater

menace to sanity than the more rare animals from the

jungle. Down, Fido! Yours, Simeon Stylites.
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RITAIN, the world is told, is bursting with a new

pride. Mr. Churchill has been sending congratula-

tory messages far and wide. The British press is

jubilant. The Britisher-on-the-street walks with a new

jauntincss. All this because the British have exploded an

atom bomb of their own. During

Britain Has Its a test in the barren Monte Bello

Own A-Bomb islands, which lie not far off the

northwest coast of Australia, the

British successfully detonated a bomb which is said to be

much cheaper to make than any so far produced in the

United States and so small that it is believed to be a

projectile that can be fired by heavy artillery. American

observers were not allowed at the Monte Bello proving

grounds, but the report that the cloud sent up by the ex-

plosion was entirely different in shape from the mushroom

clouds produced by American tests is regarded as sufficient

proof that the British A-bomb differs radically from any-

thing in the possession of the United States. We have no

wish to belittle the technological achievement of the British.

In one respect, we regard it as a good thing that the U.S.

is no longer weighted with the moral responsibility of

being the only non-communist nation able to resort to

atom-bombing. But the British pride in cracking the Amer-

ican monopoly seems to us another evidence of how twisted

the values and thinking of modern man have become. The

fact that another and presumably more destructive bomb
has been manufactured by another nation should not be

a cause for anyone to rejoice. Rather, it should be an oc-

casion for universal fasting and prayer.

New Korean Army
Tested by Fire

CRITICISM of administration delay in training South

Korean troops and placing them in the line which

stretches across the peninsula may have been justified.

Such criticism is not easy to appraise, for the military

factors involved in the issue are not all subjects of public

knowledge. For example, it is not widely understood that

almost all the officers and most of the men possessed by

the Korean army in 1950 were killed or captured in the

first six months of the war. New levies had to be raised,

mostly from Korean farms and refugee camps. After an

initial period of training under United Nations officers,

the most likely Koreans were selected and given additional

training as officers. By the beginning of 1952 whole divi-

sions of fresh but inexperienced and untested troops were

already holding parts of the 145-mile line. A few weeks

ago the communist forces staged their first attack on

what is referred to in the dispatches as “Capitol Hill.”

The South Korean division which was hit stood its ground

and repelled the attack. As this is being written, the com-

munists are staging the heaviest offensive in 16 months.

Again they are attempting to destroy South Korean forces.

But this time their conquest is not so easy. The line bends,

as it would have done in any event under the weight of

such an assault, but it does not break. This is partly due

to the skill and valor of the defending divisions and partly

to the toughness of the U. N. fine. Defenses in depth

stretching back many miles from the front fine now lie

between the Reds and Seoul or any other objective south

of the 38th parallel. It is unlikely that Republic of Korea

troops can man the entire line soon, but the power of the

South Korean army is growing, and will continue to in-

crease. What will this development lead to? One possi-

bility is suggested by President Rhee’s assertion that his

army will soon be able to march to the Yalu, and that

peace will never come to Korea until that happens.

Peace Talks Recessed for

Indefinite Time

PANMUNJOM is still maintained as a neutral island

in a sea of flaming war, but the peace talks have been

indefinitely recessed. The last meeting of United Nations

and communist negotiators, like many that preceded it

during the last ten months, collapsed on the issue of

forced versus voluntary repatriation of prisoners. At the

same time, the U. S. department of state extended a

friendly welcome to the suggestion made by Mexico that

prisoners who refuse to return to their countries be

given a haven in some neutral land, where they could

not again enter the war on either side. Meanwhile plans

are shaping up for return of the entire Korean crisis to

the U. N. General Assembly. It would not be surprising

if before these words are read the United States should

offer new and far-reaching terms for settlement of the

conflict. The political situation in this election year favors

submission of such an offer, and the hopelessness of con-

tinuing the war indicates there is some possibility that,

if made, the offer will at least be accepted for discussion by

all members of the Assembly. Just before the Assembly was

to open a very important and long overdue policy decision

was made in the United Nations, or between the U.N. and

the American army. It is that large-scale efforts for the

rehabilitation of South Korea will begin at once, under

the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Administra-
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lion. Plans for this were shelved at the time of the Chinese

break-through and have been gathering dust for two years.

Now a large-scale international effort will start to recreate

the essentials of ordered life and economic activity in

South Korea. While this is going on, the army has an-

nounced it will carry on the basic function of food dis-

tribution. The biggest unmet problem is that of clothing.

Unless the churches of America make larger clothing col-

lections for Korea, it is probable that the coming winter

will mark the most intense suffering seen in Korea since

the days when hordes of southbound refugees crowded

the roads ahead of the advancing Chinese.

Canada Irked by U.S.

Course in Korea

S
PEAKING of developments in Korea, a sensational

decision was reached early this month to which the

press has given almost no attention. The Canadian govern-

ment sacked the commander of the Canadian contingent

in the U.N. army, Brigadier Allan B. Connelly. Why? Be-

cause, to put the matter bluntly, Canada has become

thoroughly dissatisfied with the way in which the U.S.

army is running U.N. operations in Korea. Because it

believes that American generals are making a farce out of

the supposed united U.N. command. Because it regards

the treatment of the prisoner of war issue by U.S. generals

as particularly bad. And because it holds the recent kill-

ing of 56 Chinese prisoners on Cheju island as inexcusable

—as terrible a massacre by trigger-happy American troops

as communist propaganda is now proclaiming it to have

been. Brigadier Connelly was fired for having, without

receiving permission from Ottawa, sent a company of

Canadian infantry to help guard the prison compounds

on Koje island. However, it was the disgust felt by the

Canadian government over the Cheju shootings which

brought the bad feeling against the American commanders

to a head. Brigadier Connelly was made the scapegoat;

his dismissal was Canada’s dramatic way of saying to the

U.S. government that it does not like the way our army

is handling things in Korea and is determined, in any

event, not to be associated with our ways of handling

prisoners. Now might be a good time for some of the

politicians who are doing so much talking about Korea

to devote attention to a situation which threatens the con-

tinued cooperation of a major and trusted ally.

Trygve Lie Proposes a

U.N. Volunteer Corps

S
OME PEOPLE apparently will never get over the idea

that the United Nations should police the earth. The

whole conception of the U.N. as a global policeman, with

armed forces always ready to crack down on any dis-

turber of world peace, is an illusion, and playing it up

is a disservice to the U.N. It is an illusion because the

member-nations will not permit formation of a force suffi-

ciently strong to overawe their own armies. It is a dis-

service to the U.N. because it fixes in the public mind a

picture of a U.N. that will never be, and therefore feeds

the belief that the U.N. that is is a failure. Yet just before

the current session of the U.N. Assembly opened Trygve

Lie, its secretary general, submitted another proposal for

a U.N. volunteer force ready to go into action anywhere

in the world against any nation held guilty of aggression.

Mr. Lie’s proposal was so impractical, and was received

with such resounding silence by the U.N.’s member-states,

that it is not necessary to discuss its details. We believe,

however, that the time has come for friends of the U.N.

to recognize the limitations within which it will have

to work if it is to continue as an important international

agency. The U.N. can render great service to the cause

of world peace as a forum in which the nations can

discuss their problems before a world audience. It can

provide invaluable technical assistance in seeking to re-

solve many of the economic and social difficulties which

plague international relations. Occasionally, it can help-

fully intervene to negotiate, arbitrate or conciliate in

specific disputes. It can contribute in many ways to the

development of a more intelligent public opinion on inter-

national problems. But beyond that it cannot successfully

go and it should not try to go. The old idea of a League

to Enforce Peace was mistaken, and it is a mistake to try to

revive it. Great support can be built up for the U.N.

when it confines itself to doing what it can do—and what it

has as yet made no more than a beginning at doing.

Will Campaign End

In the Gutter?

WHEN the presidential campaign was just getting

under way, citizens often remarked gratefully that

a contest between two men of the stature of Eisenhower

and Stevenson would at least be free from mudslinging.

What shattered the good resolutions with which both

parties entered the struggle? Three factors may have made

the difference between intentions and performance. The

first was the dismaying size of the majority given Senator

McCarthy in the Wisconsin primary. Scholars will prob-

ably long debate the causes of this landslide, but there

can be little doubt as to one of its consequences. Looking

at McCarthy’s majority, many politicians concluded:

McCarthy’s method gets votes. A second factor was the

entrance of President Truman into the campaign. His

object seemed to be to undermine General Eisenhowers

prestige. His method was to direct a sustained personal

attack on Eisenhower’s military record and on his actions

during the campaign. A third factor was the announce-

ment, made well in advance, that Senator McCarthy will

address a nationwide television hookup on October 29.

Subject : Governor Stevenson’s record, presumably in rela-

tion to communism. Everybody who read this announce-

ment realized what the nature of the Wisconsin senator s

appeal would be, and what it would mean to have it

come almost at the end of the campaign. Almost nobody

remembered a statement by the Senate committee on

ethical standards in government: “The present period is

in one sense a test of faith in the capacity of mankind for

self-government. Distress over intemperate, reckless and

irresponsible statements or over emotionalism and appeals

to prejudice should not become an anxiety complex. The

tendency to exploit fear and prejudice is not new in poli-

tics. The corrective for emotional appeal to the worst in

men is both an appeal to deeper emotional values and
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to discipline one's conduct in the use of the highways and

streets. Here is a chance to bear one another’s burdens, to

protect the weak and defenseless, to behave as a responsible

member of society and so save life. The churches ought to

have something to say about these things. More than that,

they should throw their great influence into the effort to

stop the toll of needless death and destruction. The

churches in Vermont have made a beginning which should

be followed across the nation. On a recent Sunday more

than 500 clergymen—Roman Catholic, Jewish and Prot-

estant—preached sermons on the theme: “Slaughter on

the highways is an offense against the law of God which

says, ‘Thou shalt not kill.’ ” The state council of churches

helped make this the most widely participated in religious

enterprise yet seen in Vermont.

Legal Profession Concerned

Over Standing with Public

USUALLY when a professional group or a large indus-

try finds it is the subject of prolonged criticism and

unfavorable comment, it hires a public relations firm in

the hope of buying a good name. Fortunately the legal

profession is buying no such poultice. It is rightly con-

cerned to regain the esteem of the American people, but

it seeks to do it by fundamental reform. According to the

report made to the American Bar Association after a four-

year study, “a large majority” of Americans think that a

low standard of ethics is characteristic of lawyers and

judges in this country. Political activity on the part of

judges and laxness of discipline which permits wide latitude

of conduct without reproof, lower the judiciary in the eyes

of the public. Entirely too many lawyers, asserts the

bar association’s report, have forgotten their professional

oaths, and many apparently never understood them.

Lawyers gain disrepute through improper solicitation of

business, fee-splitting, excessive charges, refusal to accept

the cases of poor people, and improper public remarks

about cases in the courts. The director of the study, Regi-

nald Heber Smith, a Boston attorney, said : “To my mind

the worst thing disclosed by the study is that many states

have no decent records as to disbarments. . . . The pro-

fession is unable to account to the public.” The report was

written by two eminent jurists, Chief Judge Orie L. Phil-

lips of the U. S. circuit court of appeals, 10th district,

Denver, and Judge Philbrick McCoy of the Los Angeles

superior court. It declares that the profession needs tighter

discipline and more careful ethical indoctrination and

suggests ways to bring this about. We would add that the

process of reform might be speeded up if the lawyers who

regard their work as a form of Christian vocation were to

get together and see what they have to contribute. Help

might come from another source if the clergy were to

decide to set a better example.

World Council on South

Africa’s Race Issue

I
N OUR January 7 issue we commented on the report

W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary of the World

Council of Churches, submitted to the recent Lucknow

meeting of the central committee of that body regarding

his trip, made last April and May, to the Union of South

Africa. The entire text of the report is now available in a

36-page booklet from the department of racial and cultural

relations of the National Council of Churches, 297 Fourth

Ave., New York 10, N. Y. Price, 25 cents. Whatever may

have been Dr. Visser ’t Hooft’s own reluctance to draw

conclusions from his visit to South Africa, his report

evidently convinced the central committee that it was time

for the World Council to put itself on record. In a resolu-

tion unanimously adopted, the Lucknow meeting, after

hailing the Visser ’t Hooft mission as the beginning of “a

constructive conversation” between the World Council

and the churches of South Africa, and expressing the

hope that this would continue, went on to say:

The central committee gives encouragement to all those in

South Africa and elsewhere who are laboring for a solution of

the racial problem in keeping with the Christian gospel, and

calls upon all Christians to uphold them in thought and prayer

and acts of reconciliation.

The central committee would use this opportunity to express

its strong conviction that the first and foremost contribution

which the churches e"erywhere can and must make to the

solution of the race problem is to manifest in their own life that

in Christ all racial division is overcome and that any policy of

enforced segregation in any aspects of church life is incompati-

ble with the very nature of the church of Christ.

The central committee, holding strongly the convictions ex-

pressed by the First Assembly [at Amsterdam], affirms that all

political, social, economic discriminations based on the grounds

of race wherever they may exist are contrary to the will of God

as expressed in the Christian gospel. Recognizing that existing

racial discriminations are increasing tension and bitterness in

various parts of the world, the committee calls upon the mem-

ber churches to engage in the Christian ministry of reconcilia-

tion and to do all in their power to end such discrimination

wherever it exists.

This is straight talk. It is not disfigured by self-righteous-

ness. How many Christian congregations in this country

will adopt the same series of declarations as stating their

own conception of “the will of God as expressed in the

Christian gospel”?

Choose Successor to Murdered

Korean Church Leader

WHA-JIN CHUN, a Presbyterian minister who has

been in educational work, has been chosen associate

general secretary of the National Council of Korea to

succeed Wha-Il Pang. The circumstances under which

Dr. Pang was murdered by drunken American soldiers

were told in these pages three weeks ago. The Korean

Christian council has also formed a special committee of

four clergymen “to insure in the future the safety and

rights of Christian citizens.” . . . The Methodist Board of

Temperance is converting the auditorium in its head-

quarters at Washington, D.C., into a chapel. This will be

across the street from the Senate office building, and will

be, it is said, the only place of worship on Capitol Hill.

The chapel will be available to church groups of all de-

nominations, as well as to members of Congress. Its open-

ing is apparently an affirmative reaction to the opening

of a cocktail lounge across from the House office building

by Republican members of the new administration. (See

the Century for January 28.) . . . The death of Charles

A. Eaton on January 23 marked the passing of a minister
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who got further in politics than any other since James A.

Garfield. Dr. Eaton first became prominent as pastor of

the Bloor Street Baptist Church in Toronto, then came

to Euclid Avenue—the “Rockefeller church”—in Cleve-

land, and from there went to the Madison Avenue Baptist

Church in New York. It was his fire-eating oratory de-

manding U. S. entrance into the First World War which

•carried him into politics. Entering Congress in 1924, he

became chairman of the House foreign affairs committee

in the 80th Congress, and was at other times the ranking

Republican member of that committee. Dr. Eaton did not

run for re-election last fall. He was 84. . . . If you hear that

the Republic of Korea has cracked down on churches and

missionaries for black market activities with American

dollars and gift packages, don’t let it disturb you. The

only individuals or organizations involved are in the so-

called “fringe groups.” Church World Service and all

the activities supported by churches in the National

Council or the International Missionary Council have

scrupulously observed import and currency regulations.

Christian Resources

for Korea
What can Christians contribute to peace in Korea? Is

ihere a strategy which Christians can follow in this situation

—a course of action which grows out of Christian faith and

conviction? If it is not possible under the present circum-

stances to outline what might be called a Christian strategy,

is il possible to point out one or more elements of a course of

action which might help bring peace? Many people are ask-

ing themselves such questions. Thoughtful people know that

there is no easy answer, but they keep hoping that the direc-

tion in which an answer may he found will be pointed out by

persons whose standards of judgment they trust.

MOVE inquiry has been addressed to a number

J
of Christians in America and Europe. It seeks to

learn in what way the Christian faith is relevant to

the most troubled situation the modern world has con-

fronted since the end of World War II. The question of

Korea engages the thoughts and the earnest prayers of

Christians in many lands. It is not easily answered, yet its

nature is such that an answer must be sought. Last week

we published answers received from Kirby Page and Rein-

hold Niebuhr. This week we shall first consider a reply

given by Cecil Northcott of London. Dr. Northcott is

general secretary of the British United Council for Mis-

sionary Education, though perhaps better known to read-

ers of The Christian Century as our London correspondent.

We arc warned that Korea is not in the center of the picture,

and that the communist plan is to draw attention there in

order to lessen the pressure in western Europe. That may be a

sound judgment, but it is a Christian one? The central observa-

tion the Christian has to make about Korea is that it is a part

of the world revolution, and that no amount of dividing up the

fronts between “hot” and “cold" wars can alter that fact. To
hold Korea at the heart of the world’s concern is a contribu-

tion to right thinking about peace and the end of fighting. The

same applies to the pressure-war in Europe and elsewhere.

There are no sideshows today. There must be no isolation of

Korea. All the world in a sense is Korea.

What follows from this? ( 1 )
The Christian and the Christian

church must use whatever influence they have against the en-

largement of the area of combat. This is a big and immediate
contribution to peace and the end of the Korea fighting. The
plan of “containment” is a Christian plan, and even the weary

business of armistice talks is a Christian exercise.

(2) There is no easy way out of the involvement in Korea

or elsewhere. As Christians we must be on guard against think-

ing we can return to happier and peaceful times. We have

reached the point of no return. We have to go forward into

happier times through the discipline of the present. The
spiritual and mental attitude of the Christian at this point

counts for a lot in the creation of the right public opinion.

(3) Korea—and all the other Koreas—is a warning to the

Christian church that it must set about thinking out a strategy

of Christian penetration into communist countries. At the

recent Willingen conference the cry was “all the inhabited

earth.” Was it just another of the traditional phrases? Did we

mean it? Half the world is closed to Christianity, and Korea is

the symbol of it all. We have to penetrate beyond Korea in

order finally to bring peace in Korea.

We agree with Dr. Northcott’s observation that “there

are no sideshows today.” Korea must be recognized as an

essential element in a world problem. In that respect he

has the support of persons holding views as remote from

each other as those of Reinhold Niebuhr and Kirby Page,

whose comments on the relation of Christian faith and

action to Korea appeared in this space last week. Since

Korea stands at the center of the problem, it is imperative

that we attempt to apply Christian principles to this situa-

tion. If such principles have no relevance there, or if we do

not know what bearing they have there, most people will

conclude that they need not be taken seriously anywhere.

But is Korea “a part of the world revolution”? Certainly

that ancient land has been in process of great change for

the last generation. Under Japanese control it saw the

beginnings of a considerable industrial development. In

spite of Japanese efforts to isolate the mind of its people,

Korea also developed a strong nationalistic movement, of

which the present government of the Republic of Korea

is heir. But the war in Korea is not an expression of the

world revolution. It was started and pressed by a force

representing the supranationalistic movement of world

communism, which overwhelms or tries to overwhelm all

nationalisms. So far as the communists are concerned, the

Korean war is an attempt at counterrevolution.

It is highly important to understand that in Asia the

world revolution antedated the arrival of communism by

more than a generation. This true and vital revolution,

which deserves the sympathetic understanding and support

of Christian people everywhere, was the result of the triple

impact of Christianity, democracy and the industrial revo-

lution. This was the moving force behind the 19 1 1 revolu-

tion under Sun Yat-sen in China, behind an attempt, made

in 1919 under Christian leadership, to secure independence

for Korea, and behind other movements of similar char-

acter. Communism has come into this situation to attempt

to capture this revolution for itself. The nature of commu-

nism, which has been amply demonstrated in many na-

tions, is not to advance national self-determination, the

possession by the people of the means of production, the

achievement of personal freedom or economic advance-

ment. Instead, it thwarts these aims and so comes as coun-

terrevolution. In Korea a genuine revolution was under

way up to 1950. Since that time, Korea has been the
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must be continued and where needed expanded, but the

“strong federal program” in this field must work through

“a partnership of the states and local communities, private

citizens and the federal government, all working together.”

(Which, as the approving New York Times comments, is a

good trick if you can do it.
)
The steady drop in farm prices

calls for study by a special commission to propose “new

policies and new programs.”

Action human covers a wide range. Government em-

ployees must be loyal, but “the primary responsibility for

keeping out the disloyal and the dangerous rests squarely

upon the executive branch.” The executive already pos-

sesses sufficient power to do this job as it should be done

and at the same time “clear the atmosphere of that un-

reasoned suspicion that accepts rumor and gossip as sub-

stitutes for evidence.” (Senator McCarthy, were you listen-

ing?) The McCarran act must be rewritten to eliminate

the acknowledged discrimination now in its quota provi-

sions. There must be federal aid for schools in regions where

local resources are not sufficient to provide good education,

and Social Security—which the President prefers to speak

of as “social rights”—must be maintained and expanded

under a blanket commitment that “the individual citizen

must have safeguards against personal disaster inflicted by

forces beyond his control.” That takes in a lot of territory.

II

President Eisenhower stands out in his best light in that

portion of his message in which he deals with civil rights.

“I propose,” he told Congress, “to use whatever authority

exists in the office of the President to end segregation in the

District of Columbia, including the federal government,

and any segregation in the armed forces.” Moreover, “by

the leadership of the office of the President, exercised

through friendly conferences with those in authority in our

states and cities, we expect to make true and rapid progress

in civil rights and equality of employment opportunity.”

This happens to be the way in which Governor Stevenson,

before he was caught in the importunities of the presiden-

tial campaign, felt that the civil rights issue should be

tackled. President Eisenhower may make it more prag-

matically effective than any federal F.E.P. law, for his

message reads like the word of a man who means business.

It is more difficult to appraise the foreign policy sections

of the President’s message, since it is not easy to determine

what key passages involve. In general, it has been said that

the basic purpose of the new administration is to seize the

initiative in the cold war. “We have learned,” says the

President, “that the free world cannot indefinitely remain

in a posture of paralyzed tension. To do so leaves forever

to the aggressor the choice of time and place and means to

cause greatest hurt to us at least cost to himself.” What
followed in the message the President called “a new,

positive foreign policy.” How far is this likely to regain the

initiative from the communists?

There were four main features of the new foreign policy

laid down by President Eisenhower. First, the new orders

to the 7th Fleet off Formosa. Second, the repudiation of

“secret understandings of the past with foreign govern-

ments which permit . . . the enslavement of any people.”

In plain words, Yalta, Teheran, Potsdam. Third, a demand

for “closer cooperation among the nations of Europe,”
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pushed to “a more closely integrated economic and po-

litical system.” Fourth, extension of the reciprocal trade

treaties and overhauling of U.S. tariff regulations and

practices, together with encouragement of American pri-

vate investment abroad, to improve the economic position

of other friendly nations.

Considering these, it is hard to see where the second can

have much, if any, effect on the international situation

Whether number three means much or little will not be

known for some time after Secretary Dulles returns from

his voyage of exploration and discovery. The fourth point

could turn out to be the most important of all. But every-

thing will depend on how hard President Eisenhower is

prepared to fight for measures which are sure to be op-

posed by powerful elements within his own party. Extension

of the reciprocal treaties is essential, but it is only a start at

dealing with the dollar-gap problems of our allies, at pres-

ent so complicated by our pressure for their speedy and

large-scale rearmament.

Ill

It is the decision to give Chiang Kai-shek a free hand

to invade the China mainland which has been most widely

spoken of as “regaining the initiative.” Until much more

is known, however, one may question whether the new

orders to the 7th Fleet change the situation on Formosa or

in China and Korea in any material way. Chiang has

quickly announced that he will not ask for U.S. ground

troops to assist him in invading the Chinese mainland,

which is equivalent to saying that he will insist that he

must have U.S. naval and air help before he can do so.

“Permit me to make crystal clear,” the President told

Congress, “this order [to the 7th Fleet] implies no aggres-

sive intent on our part.” But without U.S. military action

to give Chiang the aid he must have if he is not to remain

immobilized, what is there to the new policy besides a psy-

chological jab at the Chinese Communists? “The only

initiative seized by this order,” remarked a correspondent

who has covered the fighting in Korea, “is a Republican

seizure of the political initiative from the Democrats.”

Yet if this is so, why should the order to the 7th Fleet

have aroused such alarm in other countries? Anthony Eden,

Britain’s foreign secretary, went to the length of informing

Parliament that the British government had made two

formal protests before the order was issued, and stated that

he would make a direct protest to Mr. Dulles during the

latter’s visit to London. Surely this was an astonishing

revelation of lack of confidence between allies. Why did the

message so frighten our friends in Britain and France and,

especially, India?

The answer seems to be that they are not sure we can

control Chiang Kai-shek. Granted that he does not have

the resources for a successful landing on China’s mainland,

they nevertheless fear that, with the 7th Fleet leash slipped,

he will undertake some sort of invasion and then look to

the United States to back him up. If we acknowledge and

respond to a moral obligation in such a situation, these

other nations are haunted by the possibility of American

strength being drained away in the vastness of China the

thing against which Mr. Churchill warned on his recent

arrival in New York—in a war we would find as hard to

win as has France the war in Indo-China, but a war which



184 THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY February 18, 1953

almost certainly would become the first atomic world war.

Americans do not view the possible consequences of the

Formosa order with the same apprehensions. Even if

Chiang Kai-shek should embark on a mainland adventure

which he could not sustain, they do not think that their

five-star President would allow him to drag the United

States in after him. Neither do they think that a Congress

which has shown high volatility on Chinese issues could

force this President’s hand. Yet the “no stalemate” policy

of the new administration is at present popular with most

of the American people. And the effort to end such a stale-

mate as exists in Korea can be exceedingly dangerous. It is,

we are being told, a policy of calculated risk, and the risk

is being calculated by a President with great military ex-

perience. But do the American people perceive these risks?

Have they calculated them? Should things go wrong in the

Far East, both questions would rise to plague the Eisen-

hower administration.

Forbear in Korea!

A
T THE VERY MOMENT when the new adminis-

tration is taking a more belligerent attitude toward
' the Chinese Communists, Christian opinion favors

greater forbearance in the hope of ending hostilities in

Korea. Careful reading of the half-dozen representative

statements which begin on page 190, and those which were

published in our editorial columns in the two previous

issues, fails to reveal a single exception to this statement.

Each of these writers has taken counsel only of his own
conscience and understanding, without knowing what

others would say. None has advocated releasing the forces

of Chiang Kai-shek or extending the blockade of the China

coast or otherwise heightening military pressure. On the

contrary, they urge greater self-restraint and warn against

widening the area of conflict. The administration in Wash-
ington is advised to reflect on the meaning of this mood
among the Christian people of America.

I

While none of the writers who have undertaken to try

to say what Christians can do to advance peace in Korea
have presumed to offer an infallible solution to the stale-

mate, each has acted on the assumption that the Christian

has an obligation to seek peace, even in this most difficult

and dangerous situation. And each has had one or more
concrete proposals to offer. When set in order, these pro-

posals blaze a path through the thorny wilderness of Far

Eastern international relations.

It is significant that Christian contributions to the prob-

lem of statesmanship begin with the inner orientation of

men and women of faith. As Reinhold Niebuhr points out,

the struggle must begin by the subjugation of pride and
the encouragement of conscience. We cannot even hold our

allies together unless we call up resources of humility which

do not come naturally to us. And we cannot endure the

tension and suffering which are inherent in world leader-

ship in the present struggle without greater spiritual power

than we ourselves possess.

It would be pleasant to be able to say in this World Week

of Prayer that all the churchmen who set their minds to

this matter urged Christians to enter into the ministry of

intercession in behalf of peace. Few of them did so, al-

though a number stressed courses of action which could

not be sustained without persistent prayer. If this means
that the practice of prayer is declining, we may be sure we
shall have to return to its discipline before we find peace

in Korea or anywhere else. We do not believe it is declin-

ing, and it would appear that the time has come for our

church leaders to invoke its power by calling on the whole

Christian community to pray without ceasing for peace.

In such prayers, we should remember that prayer is a

personal resource, not an offensive weapon. One of our

contributors appears to find the distinction difficult to

make.

The importance of keeping open the channels of com-

munication with the people of Korea, and even with the

communist enemy, is generally recognized by Christians,

if these writers are representative. Bishop William C.

Martin, the new president of the National Council of

Churches, urges churchmen to try to establish personal

communication with Korean Christians. This will be easier

for Presbyterians and Methodists, whose missionary work

is well developed in that country, than for others, but the

effort is worth making. Bishop Martin also stresses the

necessity that is on Christians continuously to share the

sufferings of the Korean people through sacrificial partici-

pation in relief activities. Korea is already the “proving

ground of an awakened Christian conscience for all Asia,”

and it will continue to be a test.

II

The solid core for an American political policy for Korea

which can receive the approval of Christians is best de-

scribed, in our opinion, by Gordon A. Sisco, general secre-

tary of the United Church of Canada. His denomination

has for many years carried on missionary work in that

country, so Dr. Sisco speaks as one who knows the Christian

community in Korea as well as that in America. We believe

a very large share of the Christians on both sides of the

border will support the four-point program Dr. Sisco out-

lines. It is
:

( 1 )
Continue military support to the Republic

of Korea until it is secure from all imperialisms, yellow as

well as white. (2) Call now for a peace conference with

Russia and China before applying further military pressure

on the Chinese government, making it clear to the world

that the door to negotiation is always open. (3) Let com-

munist China become a member of the United Nations,

on condition that she stop her aggressive attacks on the

Republic of Korea. (4) Offer to help reconstruct the

physical structure of war-ruined Korea.

Since admission of China into the United Nations is

likely to arouse greatest opposition in some quarters, it

should be observed that Dr. Sisco can call to his support

others among our correspondents. In addition, it should be

recalled that John Foster Dulles, now in a position of world

leadership, said on pages 190-91 of his 1950 book, War or

Peace?

I have now conic to believe that the United Nations will best

serve the cause of peace if its Assembly is representative of what

the world actually is, and not merely representative of the parts

we like. Therefore we ought to be willing that all the nations



February ifi, tg53 THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY

should be members without attempting to appraise closely

those which are “good” and those which are “bad.” Already

the distinction is obliterated by the present membership of the

United Nations.

Some of the present member nations, and others which might

become members, have governments which are not representa-

tive of the people. But if in fact they are “governments,” that

is, if they “govern,” then they have a power which should be

represented in any organization that purports to mirror world

reality.

If the communist government of China in fact proves its

ability to govern China without serious domestic resistance,

then it too should be admitted to the United Nations. However,

a regime that claims to have become a government of a coun-

try through civil war should not be recognized until it has been

tested over a reasonable period of time.

If the United Nations membership were made substantially

universal, that might end a preponderant voting superiority of

the United States and its friends, which, while pleasant, is

somewhat fictitious.

Communist governments today dominate more than 30 per

cent of the population of the world. We may not like that fact;

indeed, I do not like it at all. But if we want to have a world

organization, then it should be representative of the world as

it is.

It may be said that this is 1953, not 1950, and that Mr.

Dulles might take a different position today. Whether he

does remains to be seen, but the substance of his argument

has as much validity today as it had when it was set down

in 1950.

Ill

Other contributions to this symposium on the Christian

< ontribution to peace in Korea add further proposals which

supplement Dr. Sisco’s views. Several point out that main-

tenance and extension of the Christian missionary enter-

prise is an essential contribution to the peace of the world.

Two or three observe that the churches cannot give what

they have to give unless they join forces and show a much

greater capacity to subordinate their own pride than they

now demonstrate. E. Paul Weaver would combine prayer

for the conversion of Communist leaders with a new try at

disarmament in atomic and conventional weapons. Paul

A. Schilpp feels we should press more aggressively toward

world government, but does not say how this can be done

under the present circumstances.

The most shocking deficiency in the entire series of dis-

cussions on the Christian contribution to peace in Korea is

the lack of appreciation by these thoughtful church leaders

of our Christian responsibility toward the United Nations

as a means to peace. Prof. Mack B. Stokes, whose knowl-

edge of Korea is probably greater than that of any other

of these contributors, rightly insists that stalemate is not

defeat, but victory; that war won in the Orient will turn

out to be war lost. But even he seems not to see that under

the United Nations that will always be true.

Nobody seems to appreciate the fact that without the

United Nations we would now probably be deeply involved

in a third world war, with all its atomic horrors. What is

realized is that the value of unconditional surrenders and

knockout military victories has been overrated; that com-

munism spreads most rapidly in the chaos created by world

wars, as we have seen demonstrated since 1918. It is high

time that Christians reassessed their duty toward the one

agency in the world for focusing the conscience of mankind
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on international relations, the one instrument which has

the capacity for assuming at least some of the functions ol

world government. Our ability to ignore the U.N. in such

a discussion as this has ominous implications.

Super
Editor The Christian Century:

OIR: Once upon a time there was a man who kept bees.

^ But he was not satisfied with ordinary honey bees; he

wanted them Bigger and Better. So he set out to breed

super-bees which would make a lot more honey than

ordinary bees. He succeeded. His new bees made more

honey, and were more resistant to disease. They were

super, all right. But they also turned out to be the meanest

bees in the world, with a ferocious sting. They could sting

through two suits of clothing. He discontinued the super-

bees.

I can hear you yawn and say that you don’t go in for

fairy stories. Brother, that is no fairy story ! It happened in

Wisconsin in 1953. If you don’t believe me, ask the United

Press. Surely you wouldn’t doubt anything you read in the

paper! Dr. C. L. Farar, who heads the United States De-

partment of Agriculture bee laboratory in Madison, bred

a race of super-bees. They were, he reported, wonderful

honey makers, and also “the most vicious strain of bees

known to man.” He and his helpers got stung. They were

on the receiving end of “upward of 2,000 stings a day,”

Dr. Farar said.

That seems to be the “out” about anything super. It

turns out to be vicious and undesirable. The superanimals

—the diplodocus and all his mean relatives—were retired

in favor of more ordinary models.

Consider the Super-Colossal film. In that connection,

the word “super” comes from an old Hindustani term

meaning “Beware!” “Super-Colossal” film usually means

gigantic splotches of technicolor heaved at the screen in

quantities up to five million dollars, in which any resem-

blance to the original book, or to an intelligent story, i^

purely coincidental.

Then there is Superman. Man got tired of being just

man and longed to be super. So he contrived many inven-

tions to elevate himself—superbombs, superexplosions, and

supersonic flight. Now, looking at the results, many people

have a growing suspicion that Superman is a moron. The

hope of the world is in the increasing number of people

who are calling for a return trip, from Superman back to

man. I forget who it was—but he had a good idea—who

said that “we have learned to swim through the sea like

fish and to fly through the air like birds; now all that is

left is to learn to walk on the earth like men.”

It all goes back to Adam, doesn’t it? The trouble with

Adam was that he wanted to be a superman. Just being a

gardener was rather slow. So he tried to be something

super. “Ye shall be as gods . .
.” Probably it is not true that

In Adam's fall

We sinned all.

But the mania to be super always has had the same result

—expulsion from Paradise.

Yours, Simeon Stylites.



Prospect for Presbyterian Union
/. A United Presbyterian View

By Robert W. Gibson

I
N NUMBER of members, the United Presbyterian

Church stands third in the Presbyterian family in

America. It is with its larger sister churches, the

Presbyterian Church in the United States of America and

the Presbyterian Church in the United States, that union

is now proposed.
,

.

All the American denominations bearing the name

“Presbyterian” trace their ancestry to Scotland. The United

Presbyterian Church separated from the larger stream of

Presbyterianism in the mother country in 1733. Resenting

state interference in the election of pastors, our forefathers

seceded from the Church of Scotland. Many seceders then

sought a new life in the new country, America. Prior to

the Revolution, a high percentage of the Scots coming to

this country belonged to this dissenting group or were in

sympathy with it. The most noted was President James

Witherspoon of Princeton, the only clergyman to sign the

Declaration of Independence.

Seceders Form Church

On this side of the Atlantic many seceders forgot their

differences and joined forces with the Presbyterian Church

that established its first Assembly in Others how

ever, kept alive their divergent views and added to them.

Immigrants from the north of Ireland and others from

Scotland augmented their number. In 1858 two small

branches of these dissenters came together, forming th

United Presbyterian Church. Under a liberal banner,

“Forbearance in Love,” a conservative church has marched

for q 6
.
years.

We have been proud of the “united” in our name

so much so that many members of our church v^htn^td

if they are Presbyterians will immediately respond, No, I

am a' United Presbyterian.” It is only natural to expect

that a church which places such emphasis upon that word

should be interested in the matter of union. It must be

admitted that with some this interest is historic; they look

back with pride to past achievements. It 1S natural that

being small and rather closely knit we should be pleased

with our missionary zeal, our emphasis on stewardship,

our success in evangelism, and our progressive program In

qc years our membership in America has been multiplied

bv four. In Egypt, the Egyptian Sudan, Ethiopia, Pakistan,

and India our missions have built a church that in mem-

bership and influence is not far behind the one in the

Through all these years a minority has felt that the word

“united” was prophetic of some larger union to come. 1 hev

have given themselves with wholehearted enthusiasm to

achieving that goal. In more than half of die years of our

church’s life committees have been at work discussing union

with various church bodies adhering to the Presbyterian

system of government. In fact, as long ago as 1822 there

was a movement to bring together the Presbyterian family.

Todav it appears that the minority has at last become a

--

majority. The General Assembly of 1951 sent down to the

presbyteries an informational overture inquiring as to the

interest in Presbyterian union in general, and in a three-

way union with the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and the

Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., in particular. A reasonable

interpretation of the result indicates that in the presby-

teries made up of ministers and elders, union is favored by

about five to one. This writer is of the opinion that in the

congregations the percentage favorable to union is even

greater.

Arguments against Union

Naturally, the proposed Plan of Union does not please

everybody. Some say we are doing well as we arc and

should “let well enough alone.” It is true that we do have a

growing church. Our one seminary in America is crowded

and our missionary program goes forward. Compared,

however, with many of our sister churches, it looks as if

we might have done much better. Granted that we arc

doing fairly well, many would like to see union come at this

time when all three parties to the plan are vigorous, mov-

ing streams of church life which would readily merge into

a larger river of spiritual power. They argue that this would

be better than to have union when one or more of the group

had been slowed down to a dying pace.

Those who like the small family church are reluctant to

surrender the advantages that come from being acquainted

with so many of the church’s leaders and being familiar

with the church’s program. They feel that much of this

personal interest and concern will be lost in the larger

union. There is no denying that the family church has

some advantages. With us it has been fostered by a national

youth convention which began meeting annually in 1889,

and an annual woman’s convention which has met for an

even longer time. The relationship to our colleges has also

been rather intimate, and through this contact many have

kept in touch with the denomination. Those who enjoy

this feeling of smallness lose sight of what they are missing

in not being linked up to a larger group. For eight years it

has been my privilege to work on church union c0™ 1™1 '

tees and as a result I number among my friends wonderful

men and women who have contributed much to my life.

Although it may be true that we lose something we have

in the family church, we also can gain a great deal as we

come to know a wider circle of men and women.

The Theological Position

It would be impossible for Presbyterians, placing as they

do so much emphasis upon doctrine, to come together

without questions being raised as to theology. It is easy to

be suspicious of the belief of those with whom we are in

competition and with whom we fellowship at infrequent

intervals. It is easy also to blame a whole denomination

for the indiscretions of a few of its ministers. The smaller

group is naturally more compact and accepts without ques-
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tion men whose ideas are somewhat divergent from their

own but with whose spirit they are familiar and whose

good qualities they know and appreciate. One of the

glories of Presbyterianism is its catechism and its emphasis

upon sound doctrine. It would be expecting too much to

find men who specialize in theology agreeing at every point.

Our United Presbyterian forebears, who were none too

pliable, recognized this and got around it with “Forbear-

ance in Love.”

Many United Presbyterians will be glad to learn that

the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., has strengthened its

theological standards by requiring all candidates for or-

dination to the ministry to answer this question: “Do you
believe in One God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and do
you confess anew the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior and
Lord, and acknowledge him Head over all things to the

church, which is his body?” This is a stronger requirement

than that placed upon United Presbyterian candidates for

the ministry, and it has been made a part of the proposed

Plan of Union.

When I came into the ministry the fathers of the church,

most of whom have now passed on to their reward, de-

clared, “Yes, we favor church union, but this is not the

time.” There are still those who hold to this point of view.

Personally I wish some previous generation had been cou-

rageous enough to go ahead with union so that my children

might never have known of the separation. For those in

positions of ecclesiastical leadership, union will mean some
effort and some sacrifice, and for a few years there will be
problems of adjustment to new procedures, but why should

our generation turn away from something because it may
be difficult? Our grandchildren will be grateful that we
had the faith to go ahead, and they will wonder why we
were so long in getting to it. It is always the time to do the

right thing.

Arguments Favoring Union

But arguments favorable to union are also being ad-

vanced. Many believe the Scriptures support this step. An
elder in one of our churches has written me at great length,

quoting passages of Scripture which he feels are strong

arguments for our churches to get together. He says that

since we no longer have distinctive principles, division is

schism, and he goes on to express the opinion that the

church is suffering great loss today because it has failed to

demonstrate its oneness, the oneness for which Christ

prayed.

At the present time our church has a membership of

225,000 in America. It is a small denomination, and yet it

is large enough to require considerable servicing by the

church boards. We are not quite large enough to afford a
sufficient staff to enable these agencies to provide all the

help the local church needs and expects. For example, our
publications were too expensive, but we could not afford

to improve their quality with the distribution that was
possible. To meet this situation the Board of Christian

Education entered into a cooperative publishing arrange-
ment with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. This has enabled
our church to have a part in the development of a higher
quality of church school literature at a lower price.

But even with this improvement, the board does not
have the field staff to service these materials properly, ex-

187

plain their use, and help local church schools to utilize

them to best advantage. Our rural work has taken a new
lease on life owing to new leadership provided for this field,

but there are those who question whether a church of our
size can afford this luxury. Through the sacrificial labors
of pastors who devote hours without pay to the denomina-
tional program, the work manages to go forward. But
some laymen complain that their pastor should stick a

little more closely to his own job, and some pastors feel

frustrated when so many outside activities are added to an
already burdensome load.

When Presbyterians Move

Many of our people are impressed with the argument
that a united church will give us a denomination that will

operate in every state in the union. At present, United
Presbyterians are found in less than half the states, and in

at least four there is only one congregation in the whole
state. This means that when a member moves from one city

to another, or one state to another, the chance of his find-

ing another United Presbyterian church is not very great.

It is easy to argue that so long as we are making Christians

who are working in other church bodies, we are fulfilling

our mission. However, it is a little discouraging to train

young folks so that they are familiar with our mission fields

and system of church government, and thoroughly inter-

ested in our total church program, only to have them move
away and fail to find a congregation where they can use to

advantage this training in churchmanship. It is disheart-

ening also to such church members to have to enter a new
denomination requiring the making of new contacts and
new mental adjustments.

Those who belong to the larger denominations can

scarcely imagine the frustration conscientious members of

smaller church bodies feel as they try to find in a strange

city a church of the type to which they have belonged.

Many are thus lost not only to the church but to the King-
dom. A denomination national in scope would enable us,

so a lot of people think, to come a little closer to keeping

our church family intact. But the most urgent argument for

union comes from the overlapping of fields in small towns

where Presbyterian churches of two or three denominations

operate in competition with one another. There are many
who feel that this is a sinful waste of the Lord’s money as

well as of the time and talent of consecrated leaders. In

each of the denominations involved, money is being spent

by the national body to keep alive a congregation that

ought to withdraw and leave the field to the stronger

church. This is not as common as it was, yet it still exists.

A United Contribution

United Presbyterians feel with other Presbyterians that

the family of faith to which we belong has something of

major value to contribute to the church life of America.

The Presbyterian emphasis on orderliness in church gov-

ernment, on a scholarly ministry and on soundness in in-

struction, and its historical background, are a worthy ele-

ment in the spiritual heritage of our country. There arc

those who argue that one united assembly of Presbyterians

could more effectively make that contribution than can

divided assemblies.

Other considerations favoring union concern our min-
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istry and our foreign missions. Opportunities for advance-

ment for gifted young men are limited in a small denomi-

nation, and so some of our stronger men leave us. We can

ill afford to lose such leadership. We have discovered also

that foreign missionaries are likely to be favorable to union.

They are grateful for the loyalty that a small church gen-

erates, but they see the need for the home church to lift its

horizon and enlarge its missionary vision. A united church

will bring the members of our smaller denomination to

grips with this larger missionary opportunity.

United Presbyterians Are Ready

The discussion of union has produced considerable rest-

lessness in the United Presbyterian Church. Many men
wonder why it takes so long to accomplish. Others are

critical of the committee because it is not more vocal in

presenting the issues. These things plus the voice of suc-

cessive assemblies indicate that the United Presbyterian

Church will be responsive to the Plan of Union. A three-

way union appeals to many of our people
; it removes some

of the fear of being “swallowed up,” since the two smaller

churches will be able during the period of adjustment to

have a double voice on important issues.

Very recently our ministers and elders have received the

text of the Plan of Union. They will be reading and dis-

cussing it in the weeks that lie ahead. They will place sug-

gestions for improving it before the joint committee of the

three churches, and revisions will likely be made. At the

moment, it is the judgment of the writer that there is every

reason to expect that the United Presbyterian Church will

go along and join hand and heart with its great sister

churches, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the

Presbyterian Church in the U.S.—all, we trust, to the

greater glory of God.

II. A Presbyterian
,

U. S.
y
View

By Frank H. Caldwell

ENOMINATIONALISM means so little to so

many nowadays that, in discussing union among

Presbyterians themselves, often the first questions

asked are : How did we get to be separate denominations?

and, What are the differences between us anyway?

The Presbyterian Church, U.S. (commonly called

“Southern”), was organized at Augusta, Georgia, in 1 86 1

,

as a response of Presbyterians in most of the states of the

Confederacy to an action of the Philadelphia General As-

sembly earlier that year, approving the “Spring Resolu-

tions.” These resolutions, as finally adopted by a vote of

1 56 to 66 in a General Assembly from which a number of

commissioners from the south were absent, were in sub-

stance ( 1 ) a call to prayer concerning the state of the

nation, and (2) a declaration of obligation to promote and

perpetuate the integrity of the federal government and a

profession of unabated loyalty to its Constitution
(
Minutes

of General Assembly, 1860-62, pp. 329-30).

Goaded by Press

Such resolutions did not have the mandatory status of

constitutional law, and their wording was such that no one,

thinking realistically with even a superficial knowledge of

human emotions, would have expected Presbyterians of

the Confederacy to heed them. Nor, probably, could they

have been passed by the General Assembly, even with only

a partial representation from the south, except for the

acrimoniousness of the debate on them, the goading of the

press and the “galleries,” and the pressure of telegrams

sent to commissioners from back home demanding that

this expression of loyalty to the federal government be

made at that time by the highest judicatory of the church.

In forming a separate denomination the Presbyterian

Church, U.S., adopted as its theological standards, sub-

ordinate to the Scriptures, the Westminster Confession of

Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms—the same

standards as those of the undivided church. It adopted a

form of government which, while not described in identical

language, retained unmodified the basic, historic pattern

of representative government by elders in a gradation of

four judicatories. And it adopted a Book of Discipline and

a Directory of Worship very similar to those of the mother

church. All these standards have been amended in minor

respects since 1861, as have the corresponding standards

of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.

Although several attempts at the reunion of the Presby-

terian churches, U.S. and U.S.A., have been made since

the division, no specific plan of reunion has ever been voted

on by the presbyteries.

Present Move 16 Years Growing

From the perspective of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.,

the present movement toward union of these two bodies

may be dated from May 1937, when the General Assembly

of that church adopted a resolution to erect a Permanent

Committee on Cooperation and Union instructed “to ex-

plore the possibilities of cooperation or union with other

Presbyterian bodies . .
.” The only Presbyterian or Re-

formed body which responded favorably to the invitations

extended by the committee at that time was the Presby-

terian Church, U.S.A. A “Plan of Reunion” was presented

to the two general assemblies for study and criticism in

1943. Revisions of the plan were presented for study in

1947 and 1949.

In 1949 the two general assemblies, U.S. and U.S.A.,

authorized joint invitations to the several Presbyterian and

Reformed bodies to join with them in exploration of ave-

nues of cooperation and acquaintance and in seeking a

basis for bringing into one body all members of the Pres-

byterian family. The General Synod of the Associate Re-

formed Presbyterian Church indicated its willingness to

consider a union with the Presbyterian Church, U.S. A
plan of union was prepared for submission to the General

Synod and the General Assembly of 1951. It was rejected
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by the General Synod of the A.R.P. Church, which met

first, and so was not voted on by the General Assembly,

U.S. „ f .

Meanwhile, subject to an unofficial “straw vote ot its

presbyteries during the summer and fall of 1951, Gen-

eral Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church of North

America authorized its commission to enter upon negotia-

tions with the Presbyterian churches, U.S. and U.S A.,

looking toward a possible three-way union of these bodies.

This “Plan of Union” has now been printed and dis-

tributed for study. As this article is written, the three nego-

tiating committees have not decided whether, in submitting

the plan to the respective general assemblies of 1953, they

shall recommend ( 1 )
that it be approved and referred to

the presbyteries for their advice and consent, or (2) that

it be received for study for some designated period of time

with a view to a later official vote on its approval.

Limitations of space do not permit of detailed descrip-

tion or discussion of the proposed Plan of Union itself. Its

theological standards are those which have been common

to the three churches for years. In its provisions for govern-

ment, discipline and worship, the basic pattern of histone

Presbyterianism is retained—constitutional government by

elders' in four gradations of judicatories, namely, Session,

Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly.

The three crucial questions of most general interest are

.

( 1 )
What are the chief grounds of opposition to this pro-

posed union? (2) What are the chances of its approval?

and ( 3 )
What will be the extent of a split or schism if the

plan is approved by a constitutional majority? This writer

can only venture individual opinions in relation exclusively

to attitudes in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.

Grounds of Opposition

The opponents of union have been organized for some

years as-a “Continuing Church Committee,” more recently

designated as the “Association for the Preservation and

Continuation of the Southern Presbyterian Church.” In

1952, according to its announcement, it had a sponsorship

of “more than a thousand men and women.” It appears to

be generously financed. Through a privately owned weekly

news organ, which is widely distributed, its views have

been repeatedly expressed. Objections to specific provisions

of the Plan of Union have been made, but most such ob-

jections appear to be particular instances of the following

considerations

:

(1) The fear that a smaller body of 718,791 members

will be “swallowed up” in a union aggregating some 3/2

million members. (2 )
Suspicion as to the theological sound-

ness of the U.S.A. church, the chief ground and target of

this suspicion being the opponents’ interpretation of the

unofficial document known as the “Auburn Affirmation

signed by some 1,200 ministers in 1924. (3) The fear of a

greater centralization of authority at the Assembly level in

the united church, especially in the administration of na-

tional missions and of Christian education. (4) The com-

bination of inertia, born of a sense of satisfaction at the

notable achievements of the U.S. church, with an attitude

of general opposition to ecumenical movements as being

expressive of “liberalism.” This writer has seen or heard no

statement specifically opposing the United Presbyterian

Church. However, in light of ground (4) above, and of
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an editorial congratulation of the A.R.P. Church upon its

negative vote on union with the Presbyterian Church,

U.S., it seems valid to assume that the “hard core of the

opposition is opposed to union, period.

Prospects of Union

What, then, are the chances of approval of the Plan of

Union by the Presbyterian Church, U.S.? The constitution

of that church requires three steps: approval by a majority

of the commissioners at one General Assembly, approval by

three-fourths of all the presbyteries (at least 64 out of 85),

and approval by a majority of the commissioners at a sub-

sequent General Assembly. Probably the most reliable index

to the strength of the opposition in terms of presbyteries is

a vote taken in 1948 on the question of continued member-

ship in the Federal Council of Churches. That vote was 63

for and 24 against. It would not be accurate to say that all

who were against the Federal Council are against union,

and vice versa, but attitudes on these issues have been ob-

served to be so generally the same that this vote indicates

at least something of the intensity of the contest and the

possible closeness in the vote on union by the presbyteries.

There seem to be three clearly identifiable groups in re-

lation to the issue: (1) those who are vigorously in favor

of union as soon as possible; (2) those who are opposed to

union and have served notice in print that “there will be a

continuing Southern Presbyterian Church”; and (3) those

who are for union as an ultimate objective, but who fear

that a union in the immediate future would result in a

relatively large and undesirable split, and cherish the hope

that by waiting longer the opponents of union can be won

over so far that the vote will be practically unanimous, or

that at least the “continuing church” will be negligible in

size.

Apart from a poll of all the ministers and ruling elders

who will vote on the issue in General Assembly and the

presbyteries, there is no reliable index to the probable size

of the group which would remain out of the union. 1 he

issues and attitudes involved are almost identical with those

which were involved in the Methodist reunion. Take Bishop

Moore’s book, The Long Road to Methodist Reunion,

substitute the names of Presbyterian churches for the cor-

responding Methodist bodies, and you find a remarkable

parallel. If it is valid to carry the parallel through as to the

size of the “continuing Southern Presbyterian Church, it

would be small enough to relieve the anxieties of those in

the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who fear that the proposed

union might produce a schism of large proportions.

Migrant IVorkers

THESE are the drifting rootless ones,

Like tumbleweeds

They blow on bitter winds of fate.

No pathway leads

Toward home and small loved garden plot

Their fathers hoed

;

For them—a stranger’s shack and crop;

For them—the road

!

Leslie Savage Clark.



What Can Christians Contribute to

Peace in Korea?
A Symposium

William C. Martin

4 N INVITATION to express one’s views as to what

Christians can contribute to peace in tortured

Korea is a temptation to indulge in the favorite

American pastime of making amateur proposals in the

field of diplomatic and military strategy. This I shall re-

frain from doing. Decisions in these areas of our interna-

tional life will be made by those who are in places of gov-

ernmental responsibility. We have reason to believe that

they will be made, as nearly as human frailties will allow,

in accordance with the basic principles of Christian

morality. But this we know
:
peace in Korea will be an

empty word if the people who five there are allowed to

starve, or to become so embittered by suffering that their

souls will be irreparably warped, or to feel that their land

and their lives are pawns in the hands of mighty world

powers that happened to choose their fields and cities

as a battleground.

The answer to these tragic possibilities must come,

largely, in terms of personal communication and fellow-

ship. No long-range methods will suffice. The call is for us

to make greatly increased gifts of food and clothing and

medical supplies. Those who have seen the refugee chil-

dren of Korea tell us they will never be able to erase the

picture from their memory. We should send more mis-

sionaries to the churches in Korea and more help to the

native workers there. We should keep in closer touch with

the chaplains and with the men and women in the armed

forces who spend their days and nights in the presence of

suffering and starvation and death. We should maintain

more frequent communication with Koreans whom we

know and for whom the “bread of friendship” is closely

related to the “Bread of Life.” These are open doors of

opportunity which will keep any American from the feel-

ing of helplessness and frustration about lending a hand to

Korea.

In the matter of material aid many Americans ask,

“Why not let the government do it?” No better answer

to that question can be found than was given by the sec-

retary of state, John Foster Dulles, in a recent address to

the General Assembly of the National Council of Churches.

In discussing areas for Christian action he said : “Let our

people, as private persons, more bountifully dispense aid

and comfort to those who are materially less fortunate.

. . . The good to others, and the good will of others, could

be and would be multiplied manyfold if our people realized

more fully that government grants are never a substitute

for private charity.” Such grants—imperative as they some-

times are—create an attitude of suspicion which grows out

of the well grounded conviction that no government, as

such, will give material aid to another government with-

out expecting something in return.
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With all the alarming threats that Korea holds with

respect to a widened area of conflict, there are definite

possibilities on the positive side. Korea could become the

proving-ground for an awakened Christian conscience

which gives of its own without expectation of return. Korea

could be an international bond of friendship that would

hold us in close relationship with an area of the world

that has vast populations and where good will toward our

country is at low ebb. Korea could be the place where the

Christian way, expressing itself in political, social and

economic patterns, is demonstrated to all of Asia to be

the superior way of life.

J. Wilbur Patterson

A LLOW me to express my sympathies with both Kirby

Page and Reinhold Niebuhr. I am not sure that even

an Isaiah or a Jeremiah could have answered such a ques-

tion as you put more specifically. Prophets do not habitually

think in terms of immediate, “practical” steps that will

inevitably unravel the mess we have got ourselves into.

Even divine forgiveness does not release us from the im-

mediate consequences of our sins.

We cannot escape the present “containment.” We can-

not even insure immediately against the need for possible

future “containments” elsewhere. Nor can we escape the

trying domestic economic problems that inevitably follow

top-heavy military expenditures. You can’t turn time back-

wards no matter how earnestly you want to, or escape

cause and effect.

Yet this is no time for pessimism. The “quietism” that

strangely seems to pervade Dr. Niebuhr’s picture of the

Christian role is essential in a time of stress. Unless we are

“modest—despite our power” and unless we have “faith

to bear the tremendous burdens,” America itself will be

drawn into a maelstrom of unrestrained conflict between

extremists flocking to the banners of the McCarthyists

and the Stalinists.

Again, this is no time for pessimism. Your own magazine

—in fact the same issue in which the Niebuhr and Page

letters appeared (February 4)—stands for some things

that are the seeds of our long-range hope. James Robin-

son offers a splendid six-point strategy. He does not stand

alone in his vision of the necessary missionary program.

Such a program if carried out would be the most practical

Christian strategy as far as we can see now.

Many of our denominations have fine stewardship and

“promotion” programs; many individual churches have

developed a strong feeling of personal involvement in the

missionary program. We have the support of advertisers

in the Religion and American Life program. But I, per-

sonally, could feel a greater assurance and hope for the

future if I knew that the greatest possible share of my
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contribution was going to actual mission work. Our shame-

ful duplication in every line of Christian endeavor and

organization plus the “need” to “compete” with the church

down the street saps our evangelistic vigor and contributes

directly to the mess our civilization has allowed itself to

drift into.

Unlike one of your correspondents, I do not believe a

“little prompting on the part of the clergy” will bring about

ecumenicity or anything else worth while. We have the

seeds of peace (if peace is thought of in terms of a God-

centered life), but it will take more than a gentle shower

to make them spring to life and flower in a dry and thirsty

land.

It will take great boldness. In your February 4 issue

I rediscover the story of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit was

given in response to an ego-shattering plea out of distress

to “grant to thy servants to speak thy word with all bold-

ness” (Acts 4:29, R.S.V.). And when the Spirit came,

they spoke with boldness (v. 31). That plea was behind

the original Pentecost. It can happen again, but we will

have to forget ourselves and voice the plea, confident it

will be answered.

Gordon A. Sisco

I
CANNOT conceive of any distinct Christian strategy

which can be applied to the Korean situation in the

hope that it will bring about peace. A Christian strategy

involving nations engaged in conflict presupposes a com-

mon area of Christian conviction. This we do not have.

Moreover, the fact that our world is divided into two hos-

tile camps, one of which holds to a philosophy of creating

perpetual crises as a means of achieving its ends, intensifies

our difficulties.

There is a difference between peace and a cessation of

hostilities. No Christian nation can logically withdraw its

support from South Korea until the objectives of real

Korean security have been attained. This involves an all-

Korean government chosen by the Korean people them-

selves and made as safe as possible from the encroachments

of all imperialisms, yellow and white. Even such a peace

confined solely to Korea might be followed by a more in-

tensive concentration by Russia and China upon Indo-

China and Malaya, thus creating another crisis.

The new United States government may decide that it

can punish the Chinese Communists sufficiently to make

them drop their aggression against Korea. Before entering

upon such a course of action, the nations involved in the

Korean conflict should state their political objectives and

invite Russia and China to confer upon them. We must

seize the peace initiative. Western leaders cannot afford

to continue to close doors and reject all possibilities of

settlement.

Our leaders should state that if agreements can be

reached in the realm of political objectives, they will wel-

come into the United Nations the Chinese People’s Govern-

ment. It has long been the established practice of nations

to extend diplomatic recognition to governments in effec-

tive control of territories whether or not they approve of

the form of government so recognized. Such recognition

when given might open up opportunities for trade and

thus relieve tension.

It is also imperative that Christian nations make it clear

now that if peace can be secured they will be prepared

to undertake vast programs for the physical rebuilding and
economic rehabilitation of Korea.

E. Paul Weaver

TT SEEMS to me that a Christian solution in Korea

ought to contain some of these elements: 1. If the

U.N. forces cannot withdraw without leaving the R.O.K.

forces and people to be destroyed, an honest attempt

should be made to keep loss of life on both sides to a very

minimum.

2. Christians believe that God is still alive and that he

can act in the hearts of men. Saul of Tarsus was changed.

Christians can pray that the force that transformed Saul

of Tarsus may transform Stalin, Beria, Molotov and

Malenkov. We might send thousands of letters to these

leaders of the Kremlin letting them know that we are pray-

ing for them and hoping that under U.N. auspices they

will personally sit down with President Eisenhower and

our other leaders and sincerely try to find a solution to

the present problem. We should display an understanding

of their personal stake in any sudden change in their

present position.

3. We should remind the leaders of the Kremlin as well

as the people behind the iron curtain of what happened at

Eniwetok last November when the H-bomb went off with

a force hundreds of times greater than the atom bomb of

Hiroshima. We might address them with the words of

Norman Thomas, “Friends and enemies, we have at least

this in common—a desire to remain alive.” Then we should

urge the men of the Kremlin and their millions of sub-

jects to meet with our leaders under the auspices of the

U.N. disarmament commission and work out a fair and

foolproof plan for universal disarmament for every nation

with an adequate inspection safeguard.

4. Something new in the field of diplomacy is needed

if the human race is to survive. Christian love manifest

toward enemies is that new element. President Eisenhower

might address to Stalin a message that the President and

people of the United States are praying for the men of the

Kremlin and for the Russian people.

5. Church World Service and other voluntary agencies

should be ready to demonstrate our good will wherever

it would be accepted.

Paul A. Schilpp

I
DO NOT CLAIM to know the answer to your ques-

tion, or even part of the answer. What follows are some

reflections which, I trust, are motivated by a Christian

outlook and commitment.

First, I agree with Kirby Page completely as to what

the true Christian’s own personal reaction to war and to

the entire war system has to be. I deny your statement that

Dr. Page “never arrives in Korea.” He does arrive there,

but, with Christ, he is crucified there. This in itself is

thoroughly worthy of the true Christian.

But as you suggest, with himself Dr. Page condemns

20 million Koreans and God only knows how many million

Japanese, Filipinos, Indonesians and others to crucifixion.

Whether this is his Christian duty I am not prepared to
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say. I doubt that I could assume it as my Christian duty.

My second point is that there is no such thing as a

Christian nation in the world today. Dr. Page’s suggestion

therefore, while a counsel of true Christian perfection for

the Christian himself, has no chance whatever of being

followed as a matter of national foreign policy by any

existing nation. It is useless therefore to propose it in

seriousness either to any government or to the United

Nations.

Third, the Christian continuously has the obligation to

confront the world, and this includes of course his own

government, with his total Christian witness and commit-

ment. And this despite the fact that he knows in advance

that the Christian course as such will not be followed.

Fourth, the Christian can insist that the avenues of

communication, even with the “enemy,” must at all times

be kept open. Otherwise no solution except utter de-

struction on both sides can ever be found. If Christians

would, in season and out of season, keep on insisting on

this necessity, only God knows how great the effectiveness

of keeping open channels of communication might be.

This is to my mind the immediately greatest single con-

tribution which Christians as Christians can make at this

moment toward the possibility of achieving peace in Korea.

Fifth, if we really wanted peace in Korea, we would

offer to recognize the present Communist government in

China. That would suggest that we are willing to go the

second mile. Formal government recognition is not and

never has been the same as moral approval. We recognized

Mussolini’s Italy, Hitler’s Germany and now Stalin’s

Russia, although we never approved of any of the three

types of government. Why can we not do the same with

China? Were we to recognize the present government in

China, the likelihood of the withdrawal of Chinese troops

from Korea is at least greater than on any other basis.

Sixth, if we were not merely Christian but also intelli-

gent, we would press toward the achievement of real,

honcst-to-goodness world government, without which the

relations of the nations to each other will continue to

remain anarchic and chaotic. Only world law, established

and maintained by an actual over-all world government-

can create and maintain peace among peoples and nations

which are as yet everything except Christian.

1
WAS BORN in Korea, where my father was a mis-

sionary for 35 years. My younger brother is a missionary

there now. For these personal reasons and because I

strongly hold the conviction that the church is ever in

danger of abandoning its responsibilities concerning the

larger affairs of the world, I have devoted some time to

thinking about our course in Korea.

Christians must think through the problems centering

in Korea. That is perhaps the sorest spot on earth. If

ever there were the hungry to be fed, the naked to be

clothed, the sick to be visited, it is in Korea. If ever there

were formidable and far-reaching alternatives confronting

mankind, it is now in Korea. That little country, once

known as the “land of morning calm,” is at present the

land of stormy night. Few decisions that are made in

the immediate future will be more important than those

made by the United Nations concerning Korea. Docs the

church have any considered opinion to offer here?

To stimulate thought in that direction, the following

reflections are suggested. There is a twofold answer to

problems concerning the crisis in Korea. First, we must
convince ourselves beyond a flicker of doubt that the

war with communism may in part be lost in Korea, but it

can never be won there. To know this is to restrain our-

selves. Furthermore, the war with communism cannot be

won by a military victory over China. When this is seen

with absolute clarity, we also see the folly of extending the

war to China. Even an all-out victory in Korea and China

—won at the most frightful cost of men and materials

—

will not gain the solution that every Christian wants. The
Christian is necessarily concerned to hold back the forces

that involve peoples in wars. And his role becomes crucial

when little is to be gained and much is to be lost by ex-

panding a war.

On the other hand, Christian wisdom calls us not to

abandon Korea. If we do, we betray friends. We turn our

backs upon millions of people who look to the Christian

world for help, and thus open the door through which

they will be driven like cattle into the fold of communism.

So our duty is to hold our present position with all stead-

fastness until the Chinese know that we do not wish war

with them, until the Russians know that we will not be

bogged down in a costly war with China, and until even -

one knows that the United Nations will not allow anyone

to subdue Korea and threaten Japan.

Many will object to this. They will say, “If we are going

to fight, let’s fight.” America is accustomed to winning

wars. But this is the United Nations fighting. And we need

to understand, in the light of Christian sanity, that a war

won in the Orient will turn out to be a war lost. A draw,

a stalemate, is our best victory. If peace terms could be

reached at any point, there would then be no need for the

Chinese to suffer the pangs of defeat or the worries of

saving face. At the same time the United Nations would

have discharged its duty of having stopped, as it is now

stopping, aggression.

The Christian pacifists, for whom we cannot but have a

sincere appreciation, insist that the war be stopped even if

we have to abandon our position in Korea. The basic

difficulty with this is that it lacks sufficient realism to

commend itself to those who have to make responsible

decisions in the world today. It is high time that Christian

statesmen recognize that there is something wrong with a

proposal to which those in positions of authority will not

listen.

Second, while maintaining the stalemate, the U.N. needs

to carry forward and extend its works of teaching, healing,

clothing, sheltering and encouraging the people there.

Christian wisdom demands a much more aggressive policy

of championing the causes of humanity than has thus far

been followed. Few of our political and international

leaders have even begun to grasp the possibilities offered

the world by the resources of this modem age. They have

not yet contemplated with sufficient seriousness how it is

that peoples are to be made friendly and cooperative of

their own free will. It is important to aid peoples in matters

of health and food and shelter. But they may in this way

gain strength to rise up against the free world. Everything
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here depends upon what they think, upon what they know,

and upon what they want.

Is this the business of the church? Does it make any

difference to the church who represents the free world

in Korea? Of course it does. The missionary often tries

to embody the spirit of loving service only to find his

efforts counteracted by representatives of our government

or even of the U.N. The church has every reason to urge

and insist that those who are sent out in the name of this

nation and of the free world must be selected far more

carefully than has often been the case. This is true not only

in relation to Korea; it pertains to the entire world.

In Korea, while the stalemate is being maintained,

Christian wisdom demands that able and humane leaders

be sent over there
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Penetrate or Perish h

SIR: Referring to my contribution to

your current Korea debate (Feb. n): I

made the point that “Korea is a warning

to the Christian church that it must set

about thinking out a strategy of Christian

penetration into communist countries.” I

did not say (Feb. 1

1

, p. i59i y°ur com "

ment) that “it calls for the expansion of

the missionary movement into a counter-

offensive against communist ideology.

That I believe would be a fatal move.

There is a difference in the point I made.

Christianity must penetrate or perish. The

Willingen conference tried to face this

issue in its “For all the inhabited earth”

declaration. That means we don’t cry stale-

mate about the Islamic countries, or Jewry,

or the collectivized countries often damned

and written off because of the communist

label. I know we are all baffled about the

way to penetrate. All I am pleading for is

that in our thinking we must not allow

Christianity to be demoted into a counter-

offensive. It is the offensive, and the sooner

we see that the quicker, I fancy, will our

bafflement give way to action.

Cecil Northcott.

London, England.

Keep Negotiations Open
SIR: You ask me to deal with the ques-

tion of what Christians can contribute to

peace in Korea and suggest that there may

be a strategy which Christians can follow

in this situation. My comment is that

Christians, as Christians, have no particular

insight into the political and military fac-

tors, which must necessarily go to building

up such a strategy. I will add further that

it is very questionable whether a situation

of this kind can be resolved by the adop-
tion of a strategy which implies resolutions

with long-term force and effect. The situa-

tion is one which can only be dealt with

by day-to-day methods.

My second comment is that it is ex-

tremely difficult to point out a course of

action which might help bring peace, since

it is hard to identify with any assurance or

knowledge what are the real reasons why
peace is proving apparently unobtainable.

If these reasons could be more readily and
positively identified, it might be possible to

make suggestions suitable to deal with

them.

My next comment is that your question

was phrased in a way which makes it diffi-

cult for me personally to answer, since I

am one of those who hold that it is a Chris-

tian duty to try and make a contribution

not only to peace but to a just peace, that

is, to peace and security.

Finally, I would identify myself with the

letter sent by the chairman of the central

committee of the World Council of

Churches from its Lucknow meeting to the

president of the General Assembly of the

United Nations. I was privileged to be one
of those who drafted this letter and I stand

by its contents, particularly with reference

to the paragraph where a plea is made for

further persistence in negotiation, and the
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sive drinking. More than anything, perhaps,

strong repudiation of bacteriological warfare

and the use of napalm bombs would help.

Ninety-year-old L. P. Jacks in his recent

book spurs us on to hope. “It is conceivable

that a wave of illumination might suddenly

sweep over the world in which the nations

would see the folly of what they arc doing,

and abandon it by common consent for a

better way of promoting peace than the

para bcllum way ... it would be as the

light of a consuming fire. ... I am far from

predicting that this will happen, but equally

far from deeming it impossible.” Let us

seek the radical Christian appeal that will

bring peace to the world and end the war

in Korea. Eloise Hollett Davison

New York, N. Y.

Misguided Quest

SIR: Your invitation to respond to the

question, “Is there a Christian way out of

the impasse in Korea?” requires me to in-

sist that the question itself is improper.

First, no "Christian way” led into the

Korean impasse, so no Christian is in this

impasse as the result of following Christ.

Second, there is no “Christian way out of"

any place or state. There is only a Christian

way through all places and states. We can

never honestly expect to come out of Korea

leaving lamb tracks if we went in leaving

wolf tracks, unless—unless a miracle, a re-

birth transpires between. I must confess I

see no signs of an imminent national re-

birth.

Montrose, Colo. S. A. Hartman.

Not Inconvenienced

{
SIR: A recent visitor to that most dev-

(
astated of all lands, Korea, states that

,
these people are not concerned about po-

]
litical issues, but about how to keep from

(

starving or from freezing. Our share in this

, devastation has been made in the name of

* anticommunism, but after all this horrible

j

nightmare, we would find it difficult to

,
prove that a single top-ranking Communist

has been seriously inconvenienced by it all.

It seems that the only true classifica-

tion is that which is self-imposed when we

decide whether we will or will not go along

with Jesus. In Korea, as everywhere, he

must still say, “Why call me Lord and do

not the things that I say?”

Burchard A. Hylton.

Vancouver, Wash.

An Army of Peace
SIR: (i) Let us announce to the Ko-

reans, the Chinese and the Russians, as well

as to the rest of the world, that we are not

going to kill or destroy any longer, that our

armed forces will be withdrawn. (2) Let

us announce that through the United Na-

tions we will throw in whatever resources

of men and materials are necessary to re-

store and further Korean well-being. Real-

izing that the hatred aroused by the civil

war and the expansive mature of commu-

R Y

nism may accentuate the violence if our

troops are withdrawn, (3) let us announce

that we will replace our armed forces with

a nonviolent service army.

The nonviolent army, or shock troops of

righteousness, would be made up of volun-

teers from all over the world of Gandhian

Christians, Hindus, Jews, Mohammedans,
etc. They would go into Korea to work

with the people to rebuild their homes,

farms and industries, to help them achieve

health, political democracy, educational

facilities and all things else which are nec-

essary to peace and abundant life. These

“troops” would be ready, not only to serve

selflessly with others, but to give their lives

if the program required it. These forces

should be under the direction of a United

Nations of which China would be a mem-
ber.

It may be objected that while some such

program as the one here proposed would

be "Christian," there is no use talking about

it because it is impractical, that neither the

government nor the people would support

it. But as a beginning why not ask some

world Christian organization to begin the

recruiting and training of the nonviolent

forces? This army could use many oldsters.

I for one am ready to volunteer.

Eugene, Ore. Ross W. Anderson.

Law and Gospel
SIR: I do not understand your editorial

comment concerning Kirby Page’s Chris-

tian strategy in Korea: “He does not speak

to the present, but to the future.” It seems

to me his statement is most relevant to the

present. The implication that the time is

not ripe for Dr. Page’s approach reminds

me of a “quote” from J. S. Whale: "If the

foundation of law had to be secure before

we can truly respond to the gospel, Chris-

tianity is a fair-weather religion, and its

distinctive ethic cannot get started at all

until it is no longer needed. If you must

not begin to love your enemies until there

are none, Christ’s command is rendered

meaningless." Vance Geier.

St. John’s E. & R. Church,

Waukegan, 111 .

Men, Money, Will

SIR: Forty million Protestant Christians

giving $25 each a year would furnish $1

billion. Stir up our churches and put for-

ward 10,000 suitable persons (not neces-

sarily young). Put them through required

training and then get as close as possible to

the seat of trouble (war, if still going on)

and let them be "good” with food, healing

and help of all kinds. And keep at it till

evil is overcome. We have the money and

men. Have we the Christian will? Such a

program may take 100,000 lives; it may

leave us all beggar-poor. But our world will

have been saved.

Otherwise it looks now as if we will lose

10 million lives (or more) and go into

perpetual bankruptcy and worse.

Penney Farms, Fla. H. T. Sutton



What Shall We Do About Korea

?

Strategy Irrelevant

SIR: Nothing has helped me more in

the last 13 years in wrestling with the peace

problem than to switch repeatedly to the

Galilean figure who sought to develop a

religious following in the midst of an em-
pire-smitten Roman government. History

indicates he made no impact whatever on

government policies.

The New Testament shows scant con-

cern for political matters or government

welfare. Yet raw injustice and corruption

and the iron heel were the order of the

day. Why didn’t Jesus demand a “strategy”

in keeping with the need for "decisions on

concrete issues,” as we liberals are wont to

say, and you say once again? It was be-

cause he did not agree that was “relevant,"

to use another currently choice word.

What is relevant? We say it is political

and military issues. The New Testament

did not have the same focus as we seem

bent on demanding. Consequently we get a

different answer, a different preoccupation,

and a 20th century brand of anxiety.

Eventually Rome fell, of course. Jesus’

idea of relevance was best, maybe? It does

take time, though, and that’s what drives

us frantic. Misery continues. But Jesus knew
that too. Leon Thomson.

First Congregational Church,

Phoenix, Ariz.

Help War Victims

SIR: Many of our churches are consider-

ably less than Christian in their response to

the needs of the Korean war victims for

food, clothing, shelter and medical treat-

ment. Time does a much better job than

many of our denominational papers in cre-

ating concern for those disinherited young-

sters who are hungry enough to welcome

the chance to eat a very dead alley cat.

(See editorial on page 278)

This month’s Outlook of the National

Council states that half of the 36 denomi-

nations associated with Church World Serv-

ice will join in the "One Great Hour of

Sharing” on March 8. Where are the

churches of the other half?

Our denominations do not like it when a

local parish reduces its financial support

to the denomination on the grounds that it

is engaged in new building or renovation.

And the forthright disapproval is just. But

is it more Christian for the denomination to

plan campaigns for the spread of its influ-

ence in America at the expense of starving

children in Korea and in other parts of

the earth?

How can we even think of Christian

strategies for peace in Korea until we act

as Christians in our response to the basic

need of sustaining life there? There may
be valid differences in opinion concerning

how to wage peace, but there is no alterna-

tive to giving sacrificially to human need.

Werner G. Keucher.
First Baptist Church,

Shelton, Conn.

Dulles-Stalin Conference
SIR: The key to the Korean situation,

as to major tensions throughout the world,

lies in the relations between the United

States and Russia. The executive commit-

tee of the Federal Council of Churches

adopted on Oct. 11, 1946, a highly signifi-

cant statement on Soviet-American rela-

tions. It was carefully drawn up by some
of the best minds of the church, headed

by John Foster Dulles, then chairman of

the commission. The directives of this docu-

ment are as true and relevant now as they

were 6 l/a years ago.

The main lines which the statement takes

are these: (1) Some tensions are unavoid-

able, but differing systems can co-exist. (2)

National policy must recognize that peace

does not mean keeping the status quo, that

security is no longer geographic, that the

armaments race must be ended, and that

neither state socialism nor free enterprise

provides a perfect system. (3) Interna-

tional cooperation should be encouraged
through closer association of the American
and Russian peoples on scientific, cultural

and religious levels and through the United
Nations. (4) We must demonstrate that

democratic institutions can be made so

vigorous and life-giving that men every-

where will want them.

What can individual Christians do now,
in spite of all the obstacles, to carry out

these directives? Though not all of the

following are mentioned in the document,
its tenor points toward these courses of

action: continued friendliness toward the

Russian and Chinese peoples without con-

doning the purges, deceptions, coercions and
hypocrisies of communism; much more
sacrificial personal giving to relieve suffering

in Korea and elsewhere; a greatly extended

technical assistance program; the extension

of trade agreements to lift the economic
levels of many lands; the sending of more
missionaries to Korea, and to every other

•ountry where they are needed and can be

admitted; an unremitting attack on race

prejudice and discrimination in the U. S.;

insistence on a more just and democratic

passport and immigration policy; alertness

to preserve civil liberties; vigilance to pre-

vent the spread of communism; study, in-

terpretation and support of the United Na-
tions; joint efforts of pacifists and nonpaci-

fists to keep open the channels of negotia-

tion; curtailing the armaments race, keeping

the conflagration from spreading, and lead-

ing to an honorable settlement without

expectation of complete victory. It ought to

go without saying that none of these things

can be done as Christians should do them
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without much personal and intercessory

prayer in a spirit of humility and reconcil-

ing love.

This program, which in its various ele-

ments you have repeatedly urged, seems

to me big enough to keep any Christian

from saying there is nothing he can do

about Korea, or Russia, or the world

situation.

It would be presumptuous for me to say

what Mr. Dulles ought to do. One untried

possibility, however, seems to me worth

considering. If he were to have a personal

conference with Mr. Stalin, laying before

him the principles of this statement on

Soviet-American relations, it might greatly

further the peace of the world. If it did not,

a Christian political witness would have

been bome. Could he count on us?

Georgia Harkness.

Pacific School of Religion,

Berkeley, Calif.

No Christian Answer
SIR: I think it futile to look for a solu-

tion of the war in Korea, or anywhere else,

that is peculiar to Christianity. Is it not

significant that the plan to secure an armis-

tice in Korea that met with the widest ap-

proval was presented by a non-Christian

power? Universal peace must be founded

on universally accepted principles. This

being true, it follows that the solution which

you so anxiously seek cannot be based on

uniquely Christian principles.

This is not a complete answer to your

question but it may be a preliminary con-

dition for the answer. The best answer I

have seen is that of Arnold Toynbee, in the

January issue of the Atlantic, and it is based

on "the progressive unification of man-
kind” to be patiently striven for, but this

is not a uniquely Christian answer.

D. B. Hemmeon.
Annapolis Royal, N. S.

End Draft—Do Good
SIR: The welfare of the Koreans ought

to be our primary consideration. If it is

despicable (and it is) for the Communists
of any nation to slaughter South Koreans
to insure their future welfare, then it is

even more despicable for the Christians of

any nation to slaughter North Koreans to

liberate them from their oppressors. This

was not Jesus’ way of dealing with the

Roman oppressor (also heathen) of his

own people. We must cease immediately

all bombings regardless of their military

value. No military action of any sort should

be undertaken except when attacked. It

would also mean throwing our energies on

a vast scale into the reconstruction of those

areas of Korea now accessible to us.

Our second consideration ought to be

the salvation of those who we can readily

see are enslaved by a false ideology or re-

ligion. Destruction of all those who worship

false gods is hardly the Christian answer.

The difficulty of reaching these people in

North Korea and China (and Russia)

should be a challenge to that initiative and

daring for which we Americans are so

justly famous. Let our bombers go over,

without ammunition, loaded with useful

articles, and drop them instead of bombs
to give a concrete demonstration of our pro-

fessed good will.

A third consideration should be to take

all compulsion out of military recruitment.

We rightly object to it as immoral and un-

democratic when other governments compel

men to work in labor battalions (“enslave-

ment,” we call it then) even when the proj-

ect may be a socially desirable one. How
much less can we justify it when we compel

men to enter a killing battalion (“Selective

Service,” we call it then) with the object of

destroying a society?

A fourth consideration is to apply the

principle of Christian stewardship. How
can we justify in God’s sight the use of the

majority of the resources he has given us

to kill hundreds of thousands of his chil-

dren and destroy their means of sustaining

life? William S. Samuel.

Methodist Church,

De Smet, S. D.

Has the Church Lost Hope?
SIR: In Korea let us continue to hold

the present line, but do nothing more mili-

tarily. Then let the United Nations move

into South Korea with the greatest and

most urgent all-out technical (including

agricultural) assistance program that has

ever been carried out in any country. And
let the churches of the world do everything

in their power to support that program and

supplement it with a specifically Christian

ministry.

United Nations friends with whom I

have shared this idea have not scoffed, but

churchmen are inclined to consider the

notion “naive” or “visionary” or “imprac-

tical.” Doesn’t our "Christian hope”—the

sure hope in Christ, as opposed to just wish-

ing or perfunctory prayer—extend also to

Korea? Have we as churchmen shied away

so far from the accusation that we are

visionary idealists that we are no longer

willing to be the advocates of that reckless

but surely triumphant vision without which

the people will perish?

Elsie Thomas Culver,

Secretary for Public Relations.

World Council of Churches,

New York, N. Y.

Patience and Faith

SIR: A basic assumption we must make

is that as Christians we must fight evil in all

its forms. We must be careful, however, not

to conclude that communism is the only

enemy or evil that we face. After all, there

was sin before there was communism, and

there were sinners before there were Com-
munists. It is dangerous, in other words, to

assume that to become anti-Communist is

to become free of sin. Evil as communism

may seem to us, there are other movements

and ideologies as bad if not worse. The
evils we face as Christians are not limited

to Communists, any more than the evils we
faced a few years ago were limited to nazis

and fascists. As we oppose communism let

us also oppose, within ourselves as well as

in others, greed, lust, materialism, hate and
hardness of heart.

Let us also determine whether we be-

lieve that time is on our side or on the side

of communism. Personally I have faith in

the possibilities for growth of a truly Chris-

tian and democratic society. I believe that

time is on our side, and that patience and

faith are required, not precipitate and ag-

gressive action.

In keeping with the faith that time—and

right—are on our side, I believe that we
must make every effort for a cease-fire in

Korea, this cease-fire to be followed by

wise, careful, diplomatic action. Negotia-

tion, patience, restraint are our weapons for

victory; napalm and obliteration bombing

are not. Some may think that we have lost

the skills that make for successful negotia-

tion. I do not think so. Nor do I think that

we have lost the faith to undergird such

skills. Warrbn Griffiths.

Dept, of History and Political Science,

Wilmington College,

Wilmington, Ohio.

A Peace Laboratory

SIR: Petition Pres. Eisenhower for a

proposal to Congress that an immediate 10

per cent cut be made in arms expenditures.

Then allocate this amount to the greatest

scientific laboratory in human history whose

assignment is to find the answer to what

makes people want to wage war. We
cracked the secret of the release of atomic

energy that way. Until we are willing to

lay it on the line for peace as well as for

war, the answer to Korea and any other

war will elude us.

Glenn B. Spaulding.

Minneapolis, Minn.

Come Out Boldly

SIR: An old pacifist (having lately grown

sharply aware of the interrelationship of

several currents sweeping us toward war

with peoples who dissent from us) appeals

to all who prefer peace enough to struggle

toward it now, and stubbornly:

First, to speak out at home, and to neigh-

bors, and to newspaper audiences, for

1. Friendship with Russia, Poland, and

all other countries who differ with us. We
remained friendly with many monarchical

countries long after we had repudiated their

patterns: why need we now resent their

doing as they see fit?

2. Peace, wholehearted, honest, fear-

less and bold : refusal of conscription, which

is denial of freedom to the young men of

our own families and neighbors and fellow

citizens; forcing them to break the com-

mandment “Thou shalt not kill”; and

3. Acknowledgment that by our de-

clared belief in the wisdom of Jesus that

"Blessed are the gentle,” “Blessed are the

merciful” and “Blessed are the peace-
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makers," we have lifted our hearts toward

peace and friendship. O let us keep them

so!

Come boldly out, fellow men and women!

The day may come when your courage and

goodness will, with others, have saved civi-

lization—and your son’s life; his conscience,

too, from shedding the blood of another

young citizen. Sarah Cleghorn.
Philadelphia, Pa

No-War Covenant
SIR: The Christian church has the most

effective answer to the problem of estab-

lishing peace on earth and good will

toward men. The Christian people of the

world should covenant with each other to

have no part in a conflict in which they

are called upon to fight each other.

The countries principally engaged in se-

rious conflict today are countries in which

the population is predominantly Christian.

Such a covenant should be accepted, first,

by the Christian people of America, the

British Isles and Europe. From there it

could be expanded to cover the Christian

people of all the countries of the world.

Stalin could be stopped dead in his

tracks if the 150 million or more Christian

people of his land made known their in-

tentions and would willingly pay the price.

Russia and the satellite countries are over-

whelmingly Christian, and the Christians

could not, under this proposal, be used in

any conflict which involved the killing of

each other.

There is nothing in this suggestion to pre-

vent the Christian people of a nation, or of

many nations, from banding themselves to-

gether to resist the aggression of non-

Christian forces. Percy V. Dawe.
Plantation Community Church,

Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Agree to Cease-Fire Now
SIR: I was sadly disappointed in reading

your comment on Kirby Page’s statement

on what Christians can contribute to making

peace in Korea. You say, “Unfortunately,

he never arrives in Korea. He does not

speak to the present, but to the future.”

To be sure, he does not apply our Chris-

tian principles directly to Korea, but it is

not difficult to see how they could be ap-

plied, if Christians so desire. We can’t

expect immediate success, but Christians

can begin at once urging next steps along

the lines Kirby Page stands for. I offer

the following suggestions:

The Soviet propaganda continually labels

us warmongers and imperialists, and there

is a measure of truth in these charges. We
should demonstrate by our actions how
largely they are false. We say our prepara-

tions arc for defense, but they are no differ-

ent from preparations for aggression; and

they are greater preparation for destruction

than was ever conceived of before. More-

over, it may seem to others that we are not

eager to end the war in Korea, lest it bring

on depression at home; and we seem more
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concerned about some prisoners of war

than about the killing and destruction going

on in Korea during these long months. We
might improve our reputation in Asia and
show our desire for peace by seeking more

eagerly for terms of agreement to benefit

both sides, even though Communists arc

not very trustworthy. We have said that the

only obstacle to truce was disagreement

about prisoners of war; but if we agree to

a cease-fire now, which the Communists

have called for more than once, the at-

mosphere may be more favorable to nego-

tiations about prisoners.

Brooklyn, N. Y. Mary McDowell.

Admit China to U.N.
SIR: We have no business waging war

in Korea. What would we think if Russia

were to wage war against us in south

Florida and accuse us of being the aggres-

sor? If we have any imagination at all, we
will realize that the Chinese have a good

reason to fight as they do.

The Korean war has not stopped the

spread of communism. This ideology rep-

resents a revolutionary movement which

cannot be stopped by war. Waging the

Korean war under the name of the U. N. is

one way to use the U. N. to promote our

own imperialism. The U.S.A. in Korea is

attempting the same policy against China

which we used towards Russia after the

First World War. Our policy failed then,

and it is again failing in Korea.

Our boys do not know why they are in

Korea. Most of our boys do not know that

big business and military are interested in

our capitalistic economy which puts the

emphasis on profits and not on human
values. Our tremendous production uses 70

cents of the dollar for military goods. Our
navy, larger than the combined navies of

the world, makes it unmistakably clear to

any thinking person what our policy is;

namely, to control the raw material of the

world.

So we are waging war in Korea to stop a

revolution by power diplomacy. This policy

under the dictatorship of the Pentagon is

filling us with fear and frustration for we
are beginning to realize that we can no

longer expect to win this time even on the

battlefield with all our modern equipment.

We consider ourselves the leader in world

affairs, and yet we have no constructive

program to offer that will guide the revolu-

tionary potentialities alive everywhere into

channels of human welfare and friendly re-

lations. I am happy that Pres. Eisenhower

has faith in the U. N. I hope he will make
better use of it than we have so far. And I

also hope that all sincere Christians will

give their support to the U. N.

The morale among our own soldiers and

many of the folks at home is not of a high

order. Under such conditions, is it not high

time that we stop this killing business and

begin a sane and constructive program?

China must no longer be considered a

nation to be exploited, but a self-respecting

nation on equal terms with other nations
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who are members of the U. N. So the only

thing for us to do is to plan for a nego-

tiated peace. And that means that we, the

U.S.A. ,
must recognize China as a member

of the U. N. no matter what form of gov-

ernment China has.

Newton, Kan. J. P. Baehr.

Limit the War
SIR: As a father of a drafted son now

on the Pacific ocean on his way to combat

duty in Korea I should like to raise some
questions about this Korean business. I

have supported the United Nations and

recognize that the North Koreans by mili-

tary aggression violated the Charter of that

organization, and the action of our govern-

ment and others was in fulfillment of in-

ternational obligations. For that reason the

United States Constitution was bypassed

by Pres. Truman and Congress has never

been asked to declare a Korean war.

The question arises, Is this any longer

really a United Nations project? In matters

pertaining to Korea our American leaders

have usually cither dominated or ignored

the United Nations. Such allies as we have

had have not given adequate cooperation,

and some have simply gone along out of

loyalty to us or the United Nations, or be-

cause of the influence of the U.S. treasury.

And now Pres. Eisenhower’s action in

encouraging the Nationalists on Formosa

under the defeated and discredited Chiang

Kai-shek to renew the Chinese civil war

makes this still more an American war

against the North Koreans and their Chinese

and Russian allies. Mr. Eisenhower did not

consult either Congress or the United Na-

tions about this important international

action. In view of the profound opposition

of our European friends to the action re-

garding Formosa, we shall probably find

ourselves going it very much alone in the

two Asiatic wars we shall now be promoting.

Somebody might have asked Mr. Eisen-

hower about giving Congress a chance to

vote on these wars.

Whatever hopes the American people in

general had concerning Eisenhower and

Korea, they did not expect him to enlarge

the war in Asia, and he had no mandate of

that sort in the November election.

First Baptist Church, R. J. Wynne.
Hays, Kan.

Limits Are Cowardice
SIR: In your Feb. n issue you say, “Lim-

iting the war in Korea should be a deep

Christian concern. In one sense, it should

have priority even over stopping the war.

That is, keeping the war in bounds should

be so great a consideration that we should

reject proposals for ending the war that

involve a substantial risk that the war may
get out of hand.” That is a shameful posi-

tion for a Christian periodical to take.

The United States and the United Na-

tions went into Korea in righteous purpose

to aid the unjustly attacked people in re-

sisting an evil aggresion. That was a risk. Do
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you regret that the U.N. took that risk?

Personally I glory in our prompt taking it.

Now that the going is tougher and other

risks arise you think it Christian to turn

back. There is only one word for such an

attitude: it is not Christian, it is a cowardly

attitude. Herman J. Wells.

St. Petersburg, Fla.

Call a Conference
SIR: What must be done in the present

crisis? First of all, it must be made clear

that the Korean war is an aspect, a child

of the cold war. The Korean war is the

cold war turned hot. I propose therefore

that the United Nations call a world meet-

ing of the top leaders of all nations (includ-

ing Red China and Red Korea), with the

idea of trying to work out an over-all agree-

ment that will stop the cold war so that

all may live.

What is the role of the Christian church

throughout the world, and especially in

America? To create the public opinion

needed to insure the success of such a world

conference. How can the church create such

a public opinion? By beginning a great

peace crusade reaching every city, town

and hamlet. An aroused public opinion is

absolutely imperative if we are to avert

unparalleled disaster. The response might

be tremendous. Dare the church engage in

such a high adventure? How can it fail and

still be the church?

Albion College, Arthur W. Munk.
Albion, Mich.

Forgive, Reconcile

SIR: We Christians hold that Christ

is the answer to all our problems. If this is

true Christ must be the answer to the

problem in Korea. Let me submit the fol-

lowing course of action as the direction in

which a Christian peace in Korea is to be

sought.

Love is basic in any Christian effort.

Love can be characterized as a profound

respect for the personality of another per-

son. We need to show respect also for the

personality of the Communist. Out of

respect for his personality we should help

him save face. To help Asian Communists

save face our armed forces should offer to

go back to the 38th parallel as the first

step toward peace with the understanding

that there both sides agree to work out

peace plans which will be equally fair to

both.

Any Christian peace effort must carry

the spirit of forgiveness. Forgiveness de-

mands a price on both sides. On our part,

we should offer to make restitution for the

wrongs we have done. On the part of the

Communists, the least we should expect is

that they promise to accept and follow

universal moral and ethical standards of

honesty and truthfulness. Without this,

forgiveness would become unworkable.

Christ demands that the party least in

the wrong take the initiative in efforts of

reconciliation. Believing that we are the

least wrong in this conflict, we will need to

take the initiative in efforts of reconcilia-

tion. We should draw up plans for a large-

scale program of Korean economic aid and

rehabilitation, and offer this as evidence of

our good will and as fruits of repentance.

This would prove to the Communists and to

the world at large that we mean it when we

say that wc seek an honorable peace. To
offer to carry out this economic aid and re-

habilitation program under United Nations

direction would disarm fears.

Christian respect for personality demands

that each person be given the right to help

determine his future life. Forceful repatria-

tion of war prisoners would therefore be out

of question. The Christian solution to the

problem of prisoner repatriation lies in the

direction of United Nations assistance.

The future government of Korea should

be determined by a democratic process.

Following a period of political education by

different political party leaders, a plebiscite

should be held to determine what type of

government the majority of people desire.

During this period of education an interim

government should take charge. The Com-
munists as well as democratic parties should

be given a fair chance to explain their

political systems. After the plebiscite has

determined the type of government that

the people want, let the interim govern-

ment supervise the election of officers for

the new government. When the officers have

been duly elected, let the new government

take over. All this should, of course, be

done under United Nations supervision.

Western District, W. F. Unruh.
General Conference, Mennonite Church,

North Newton, Kan.

The Present Possible

SIR: Within the possibilities of the

present, Christians can unite to petition

their government ( 1 ) for acceptance of the

Chinese proposal that hostilities cease at

once, while terms of peace are settled by

negotiation; (2) for admission to member-

ship in the United Nations of the nations

proposed by Russia but vetoed by the United

States and of the nations proposed by the

United States but vetoed by Russia; (3) to

start the early repatriation of prisoners of

war, and of others held in military concen-

tration camps, who desire to return to com-

munist territory; (4) to use the immense

resources released through cessation of the

war effort for the rehabilitation of Korea

and other war-devastated regions within the

U. S. sphere of action; (5) to meet the

threat of communism by honest and con-

structive economic and ideological compe-

tition.

There is a calculated risk involved in

such a program, but it is justified by the

following considerations:

1. Such a program will merit the ap-

proval of the Christian conscience through-

out the world, so bringing to a focus of

divine aid the power of God through prayer.

2. Such a program will gain us friends

throughout the world, where our present

program as a nation is gaining us suspicion

and fear and open hostility.

3. In the face of such a program Russia

must either cooperate or abandon its pro-

fessions, at home as well as abroad, of

peaceful intentions.

4. Should there be a treacherous assault

on South Korea—and this is the risk—we
and our allies would be at a momentary

disadvantage. Yet in the long run, even from

a military viewpoint, the advantage would

be with the nonaggressor, since world opin-

ion would then crystallize in condemnation

of and opposition to unprovoked assault.

5. As Christians, the question of God’s

approval must take precedence to questions

of probable outcome and success. But since

God’s will for us must be sought within the

present possible, for our short-term plans

and actions, if the above program commends

itself to the Christian conscience as both

Christian and possible, it is an answer to

the questions asked by The Christian Cen-

tury. J. Birk Johnson.

Methodist Church, '

Fairchild, Wis.

Wave of Repentance
SIR: “What can Christians contribute

to peace in Korea?” For obvious reasons

nothing in the way of military or govern-

mental policy, since they are not united,

not well informed, nor as a group are they

showing much concern for the suffering

there. In a recent pamphlet, Neglected

Factors in the East-West Conflict, E. L.

Allen wrote, “The only Christian appeal

that is likely to be effective with Russia

is a much more radical one than we have

yet thought of making.” We are not pre-

pared to make that appeal. It would seem

to me that it must be begun by confession

of our own guilt, continued in repentance

and spread in compassionate love. But there

are always immediate small things that may
be done. The following occurred to me be-

cause of comments made by a Korean war

veteran.

“Everybody hates the Americans: the

British hate us; the Turks hate us; the

South Koreans hate us." He had been 18

months in the thick of the fighting. No
victory on the field that leaves our allies

as well as our enemies hating us, can be

more than ephemeral. “You can’t be

friendly with the South Koreans,” the same

veteran said. “You never know when one

will stab you in the back." A marine vol-

unteered that South Korea might go com-

munist when and if military pressure was

removed.

Can Christians contribute enough love

to win out against this hate? It might ex-

press itself first in an educational program.

Learning and spreading the point of view

of our allies would help; sending our soldiers

to Korea armed with sympathy and under-

standing of the Koreans would help; chang-

ing the tone of our radio announcements

would help. Ir* Korea itself there would be

the cleaning up of the immoral conditions

connected with army camps, and the exces-
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be planned. In Indo-China it is announced that the native

Vietnam army, now numbering about 150,000 out of

the total French force of 500,000, is to be doubled. In

Japan the rebuilding of a Japanese army is to be rushed.

Most Americans will hail this policy. They will also con-

tinue to demand that taxes be reduced, even though the

expansion of the South Korean and Vietnam armies will

have to be paid for largely by American taxpayers. But

most Americans are primarily concerned to extricate

American boys from the killing in Korea and from any

danger of having to fight in other parts of the Orient;

they will approve any policy which promises to do that.

In adopting such a policy, nevertheless, the United States

should not ignore the psychological danger it involves.

One incautious remark made by General Eisenhower

during the campaign, suggesting that Asians be used to

fight Asians, has already been spread all over that conti-

nent by communist propagandists as evidence that this

country intends to spill the blood of the peoples of Asia

to accomplish its imperialistic aims. The recent announce-

ments from Washington will now undoubtedly be ex-

ploited to prove that this interpretation of American aims

is correct. Building Asian armies may be the only way to

extricate Western forces from the wars in which they are

now tied down in the Far East. But it will not increase the

confidence with which American policy is regarded in

such vital parts of Asia as India and the Middle East.

Anderson Hits Gang
Rule in Chicago

nrHE IVY MAY SPROUT earlier this spring on the

walls of the Fourth Presbyterian Church in downtown

Chicago. On the first Sunday in March those walls were

heated by such a blast as has not been heard for a long

time in the midwestern metropolis. Harrison Ray Ander-

son blazed out at the alliance between the gamblers

and the politicians which has long held the city by the

throat. He called on churches and synagogues to “forever

ban gambling from their halls” and to “excommunicate

unrepentant gangsters.” Without naming a particular de-

nomination, Dr. Anderson echoed the ancient prophets

when he thundered : “It is a shame for murderers to cloak

themselves as churchmen, and while it is bad for blood

money to flow to politicians, it is infinitely worse for bishops

and priests and pastors to be connected in any way with

gambling and crime and its reward. For a church to have

a lower ethic than the city is to confuse everyone. How can

gangsters and their associates be Christians?” But Dr.

Anderson did not leave the matter resting there. He de-

manded that Mathias Bauler, alderman of the notorious

43rd ward, “come clean or resign,” and called on Mayor

Kcnnelly to seek a new charter for Chicago, as one of his

own committees has unsuccessfully recommended. Dr.

Anderson’s plain speaking should do good, for its timing

was superb. The crime committee of the city council had

just decided to probe the incomes of policemen. The Illi-

nois legislature has just passed a measure relieving the

investigators of crime in Chicago of some of the unneces-

sary disabilities which have hampered them. The Re-

publican members of the bipartisan alliance with criminals

show signs of wanting to break their shameful bonds. The

Stress Plans for Building

Asian Armed Forces

P
SYCHOLOGY also enters into the plans of the Eisen-

hower administration for meeting the communist

threat in the Far East. Basically, the purpose of the ad-

ministration has been declared to be seizure of the initia-

tive from the communists while gradually decreasing the

use of American forces. Belief that General Eisenhower

could in some way accomplish this feat contributed much

to his election. Since the general took office various

methods to accomplish these ends-a decisive offensive

in Korea, a distraction by invasion of China from For-

mosa, a naval blockade of the China coast-have been

proposed and discarded. Now, however, the President

and Secretary Dulles, in press conferences held on suc-

cessive days, have allowed the impression to go forth that

the administration’s method will be to build up native

1 Asian forces until they are able to deal with the Asian

• communists. In Korea, where Republic of Korea troops

' already hold more than half the line, two more South

'Korean divisions are about ready to go to the front and

I the training of as many as ten more divisions is said to

t

t.xJ reasons ror ns action. An appeal may be taken to the

synod of North Carolina.

No Bargain-Price Peace

F
OR SEVERAL WEEKS the readers and editors of

The Christian Century have wrestled with a tough

angel—the angel of peace. Like Jacob of ancient

times, we refuse to let him go until he gives humanity his

blessing. In the course of this encounter in the darkness of

these times, we have developed sprains and mat-burns.

Throbbing temples and shortness of breath reveal we are

lamentably out of condition for such a struggle. But the

match continues, for there is yet no sign of the breaking of

day in Korea. We can hardly hope to succeed as well as

the biblical patriarch, who was given a new name because

he had “striven with God and with man and had pre-

vailed.” Jacob’s own estimate of what he had achieved

was more modest, and we will be satisfied if we do as well.

He raised a monument, according to Genesis 32, just to

celebrate the miracle of his survival after having “seen God

face to face.”

The earnest letters which begin on page 288, plus

similar contributions which were published in earlier issues,

attest the depth of the concern of American Christians for

peace. The letters which appear in this issue were chosen

because each presents an idea or a facet of an idea which

differs from the ideas of other contributors. We regret that

limitations of space compel us to omit an even larger num-

ber of equally thoughtful communications, to say nothing

of dozens of articles. But this sampling is sufficient to indi-

cate how seriously men and women arc thinking about the

politics of peace. Less consideration is devoted to its cco-
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nomics, but that is not entirely neglected. And in addition

it is clear that a spiritual struggle is going on which is in-

extricably involved in the Korean war.

In this situation Christians as well as other people are

re-examining all the answers usually given for the relief of

international tensions and are finding the answers they

gave yesterday much less satisfactory today. At the same

time, some are discovering that an honest and humble re-

view of Christian resources reveals that they deserve more

careful consideration than they have yet received from the

makers of national policy. The result is probably too simple

to deserve the name of a peace program for Korea, but it

has some of the elements of such a program. Seven lines

in these letters converge to outline this emerging structure.

Nobody says so, but all assume that the United Nations

will maintain its positions in Korea.

I

The strongest point of agreement is that we have a duty

to rebuild Korea and rehabilitate its people. That includes

the dispatch of technical assistance and the sending and

equipping of more and, if possible, better trained mission-

aries. An undercurrent in these suggestions is that the

Christian community in America has a much more im-

portant responsibility in this connection than it has so far

recognized. One writer suggests that the churches raise a

billion dollars for relief and rehabilitation and send 10,000

of their sons and daughters to administer it. His is a worthy

idea, even though it is wildly out of line with what has

happened so far. Since the beginning of the war about

$600 million has been spent on relief and reconstruction

in Korea. The United States has spent $574 million of this

total. The voluntary agencies of the U.S., including all the

churches, have sent a little more than $ 1 1 million in aid

since the war began. But this idea is not wildly out of line

with Korea’s needs. It will take many billions to restore the

standard of life in Korea even to the low level it had under

the Japanese. Since almost everybody agrees that this is

cur first responsibility, we should attack it on a scale that

is commensurate with Korea’s need and our sense of duty.

A second area of wide agreement is that we must keep

open the lines of negotiation. Why not make one proposal

after another in undiscourageable succession? By such con-

tinual maintenance of the initiative did Count Bernadotte

and Ralph Bunche bring peace to Palestine. Meanwhile

we can do much more to state and demonstrate our friend-

ship to the peoples of communist lands, even while we

leave no doubt concerning the wickedness of their rulers.

Professor Harkness suggests a Dulles-Stalin meeting and

another correspondent urges a world conference for the

settlement of all outstanding issues. There is some reason

for believing that both approaches could profitably be

followed.

Third, our correspondents favor limiting the war. This

is particularly significant, for their letters were written at

the time when the papers were full of rumors and sugges-

tions that the quickest way to end the war would be to

expand it to the mainland of China, to include a blockade,

and in other ways.

Fourth, if this correspondence is an index, the Christian

people of this country are convinced that we have got to

get on with a major job of housecleaning here at home.

We have got to sustain civil liberties, to oppose racism and

materialism, to pray for the conversion of America.

Fifth, the time has come for the churches and all others

who seek peace to launch a positive campaign to support

and encourage the United Nations. We have fallen down

in educating the American people as to what the world

organization is and what should be expected of it. An im-

portant part of this educational program, many of our

readers believe, is to demonstrate the value of universal

membership in the United Nations. All nations, including

communist China, should be admitted.

Sixth, there is some feeling that we can make little prog-

ress toward peace so long as so large a part of our gov-

ernmental expenditures goes to armaments for ourselves

and our allies. The fact that this sentiment finds little ex-

pression at the present time, when the limited war in Korea

can quickly flare up into an all-out unlimited conflict,

should not be taken as prophetic for the future.

Seventh, these letters indicate that Christians would give

strong support to a forthright crusade for peace if it were

church-led. Even though it is impossible for the churches

to pretend they are neutral in the present world struggle

between communist imperialism and the forces of self-

determination, the churches cannot be satisfied simply to

echo the policies of the department of state. They have a

positive duty to sensitize the conscience of the nation to its

mission to serve God and humanity. At no time is it so

important for the churches to carry out this duty as it is

in a time like the present, when a crusade for peace would

probably be unpopular.

II

The church is obliged to speak to the conscience of the

nation, but who addresses the conscience of the church?

These letters indicate that the Head of the church con-

tinues to speak to it through Christian pacifists. Theii

voices cry in the wilderness, but can still be heard demand-

ing in Jesus’ name that we stop the shooting, end the

bombing, bring our soldiers home, end conscription and

disarm. Some pacifists know that the first three of these

proposals have been made by the communists at Panmun-

jom. Others may not be aware that they are following the

communist line, which happens at the moment to coincide

with the isolationist line, but would probably not change

if they were. Believing that war under any circumstance is

wrong and the producer of far more evil than it can possi-

bly heal, they must denounce war as a complete denial of

God as love and of the cross as the strategy of redemption.

It is a good sign that they continue to bear their witness

and that nonpacifists have not only the forbearance to

listen but the courage to insist that others listen too.

It must be admitted that some pacifists move pretty far

in the direction of the fantastic. Some would call on

Russians to revolt, or ask their leaders to agree to stop

lying in return for American goods and services, or preach

an indiscriminate friendship for communists no matter

what they did. Others would bomb communist countries

with goods, food and medicine instead of napalm—an

idea that might under the right circumstances be worth

trying. One would withdraw our military forces from

Korea and send an army of peacemakers. At first thought

this seems more fantastic than any other proposal, yet the
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challenge the desperate acts to which the white man is

resorting in his attempt to perpetuate his rule. Should they

try to do so, Dr. Malan’s new laws may be invoked against

them. But a challenge to those laws, and to the irrational

passion which has brought them into being, may be the

only way to save the future of the Christian church in all

Africa south of the Sahara, to save democracy in that con-

tinent from years of retreat, to save the white man himself

from the consequences of his own folly. One’s imagination

recoils at the possible sight of an archbishop or a bishop

bound to a whipping post. But there have been archbishops

and bishops who have changed the course of history for

the better, and gained immortality, when bound to a stake.

That the Hungry May
Be Fed

KOREA RELIEF REHABILITATION NEEDS PRACTICALLY UN-

LIMITED STOP FIELD COMMITTEE AND STAFF CARRYING

SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS BRINGING CREDIT CWS AND PROT-

ESTANT CHURCHES GENERALLY STOP RECOMMEND CLOTH-

ING VOLUME BE MAINTAINED FOOD INCREASED PARTICU-

LARLY MILK STOP IMPERATIVE SECURE FULL AMOUNT BUDG-

ETED KOREA THIS YEAR MAINTAIN PRESENT PROGRAMS
AND IMPLEMENT NEW REHABILITATION PROJECTS.

VAUGHT.

HIS WAS THE MESSAGE received recently by

Church World Service in New York from Arnold B.

Vaught, secretary in charge of its work in the Far

East, who is in Korea. His expert appraisal of the situation

is supported by Henry D. Appenzeller, C.W.S. director in

that land to which he has given most of his life. Dr. Appen-

zeller points out that people in general look thinner than

they did a year ago. “The long pull of underfeeding is

showing. Whereas they looked plump and rosy in the first

winter of the war, now they look gaunt and weary.”

As the “One Great Hour of Sharing” returns with its

1953 appeal, American Christians will welcome the op-

portunity it brings to help the “gaunt and weary” of Korea

and other lands. It is chiefly through this one annual appeal

that the compassionate enterprises of Church World Serv-

ice are supported by 18 cooperating denominations. Much
has already been done—much more than anyone dared

hope. That is what happens when Christians of many de-

nominations pool their efforts. For example, from 1950
through January 1953, Church World Service shipped to

Korea 3,911,332 pounds of clothing, food and medical

supplies. And Korea is only one of the countries where this

ministry of reconciliation goes on.

“Something must be done to raise the level of child

care” in Korea, writes Dr. Vaught. Two investigators for

the Quakers recently returned with the same conviction.

Even among the children in orphanages, undernourish-

ment and sickness are entirely too prevalent. And these are

the fortunate children. Thousands of others lack even the

most elementary shelter, are clothed in rags, are fed on

scraps. We must help the children of Korea. Church World

Service offers us the opportunity. In addition it aids in

rehabilitation of war-blasted humanity. One of its projects

is the development of a cooperative in which the widows
of some of the 400 pastors who have been killed by the

communists support themselves and their children through

sewing, knitting and embroidering. Such projects arc of

value in themselves and because they often are taken as

examples by secular agencies.

I

An important new enterprise seeks to rehabilitate the

more than 20,000 amputees in Korea. Half are children.

Almost all of Korea was a battleground and children con-

tinue to pick up unexploded grenades or to step on for-

gotten land mines as they search for food or fuel. Korean
army amputees are crowded into huge hospital wards,

where they have nothing to do but brood on their dismal

prospects as beggars. But now new hope has come with the

arrival of Reuben A. Torrey, Jr., formerly a Presbyterian

missionary in China, who lost an arm on the Ledo road

during the Second World War.

With boundless enthusiasm Dr. Torrey is turning his

own misfortune into a symbol of promise for thousands of

Koreans. Helped by Church World Service, a center for

rehabilitation has been opened near Taejon, and Severance

hospital at Seoul has begun the corrective surgery necessary

for fitting artificial limbs. The men of the American army

heard about what was going on, raised $71,000 and turned

it over for child amputees. A shop for making artificial

limbs has opened, but needs for full production an expert

limb-maker and fitter. Church World Service ( 120 E. 23rd

St., New York 10) is looking for that man and for an

experienced orthopedic surgeon. Both will teach Koreans

to replace them and will work with Dr. Torrey, who says

his job offers “always new situations to be met, new prob-

lems to be solved, new satisfaction in seeing immediate

xesults and the joy and .gratitude of those who had been

hopeless.”

II

But gifts made through “One Great Hour of Sharing”

do more than alleviate some of the suffering in Korea. At

Hongkong, where the population has increased from 800,-

000 to 2/2 million, some 300,000 Chinese refugees are

living in complete destitution. Something ought to be done

to slow down the ravages of tuberculosis among them and

to distribute food and clothing on an emergency basis.

In India some areas are going through their sixth year

of drought. People are migrating in search of work and

food, and returning to their homes to die when the quest

proves fruitless. Here Christian missions are combining to

set up food distribution centers in 30 villages. They look

to church people in this country to hold up their hands.

In the Middle East, a million Arabs are spending their

fourth winter in tents, caves and shacks. Through the

United Nations they receive 1,250 calories a day, which

is just enough to keep them in a state of semistarvation.

Nowhere in the world is hatred of America more intense

than in these camps, for these people hold us responsible

for their hopelessness. In addition to the camps, around the

borders of Palestine are many villages whose people have

lost their land and are starving, even though they still have

houses. Here we can continue help in pity even though we
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do not know what to do to remedy an outrageous injustice.

Victims of the sea in the Low Countries of Europe are

eoine to need help for some time. But it is likely that these

new unfortunates wiU re-establish themselves long before

the 9.6 million refugees in Germany are permanently re-

settled. Over 25 per cent of these are still totally dependent

on welfare aid and 35 per cent of the remainder have only

partial employment. In addition, the intensification of in-

ternational tension is creating new refugees. They are pour-

ing into Berlin from the East zone at the rate of 1,000 a

day.

Ill

A worker in Berlin describes the situation: “All existing

camps and Bahnhofsmissionen [receiving centers set up at

railroad stations by the churches] are crowded to the limit.

Straw ticks are in every available place. Children must

sleep two or three on a tick. West Berlin civil authorities,

the Hilfswerk and other voluntary agencies are trying val-

iantly to cope with the situation. During recent days West

Berlin authorities have provided room in three large factory

buildings for 6,000 persons. Each of these buildings is now

filled. Row after row of straw ticks covers the floor of each

room. Each person has one nail upon which to hang his

belongings.”

Usually, one nail will suffice, smee most of the refugees

bring with them no more than they can wear on their backs.

To carry a suitcase would arouse suspicion and prevent

their escape from the East zone. Here also the churches are

represented. Here also is another opportunity for each of

us through our churches as agents of mercy to bear witness

to a faith which takes away the occasions of wars and man s

inhumanity to man. We can feed the hungry, heal the sick,

clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, and comfort the

sorrowing in “One Great Hour of Sharing.

Quick, Quicker, Quickest!

Editor The Christian Century:

notice that the magazine Omnibook is leading the way in

this new development. The Diary of George Templeton

Strong, published last faU, is to be given in condensed form

in a coming issue (or has it come?). The Diary runs to

four and one-half million words. It will be digested to a

few thousand. That’s an idea!

Here is another one, which I pass on without charge to

any of the digest magazines for people in a hurry. Take

that mammoth set of the World’s Great Books issued by

the Great Books Foundation. The Reader’s Digest or even

Quick might condense it to fifteen or twenty pages. Think

of the time that would save! A noble prospect! “He who

runs may read”—and heaven knows we are all running.

Still, little flickers of doubt come to the edges of the

mind. What will the future of literature be if this frenzy

for abbreviation goes on? It is plain to see that we will

exchange the great birthright of fiction for a mess of evap-

orated facts. The pattern for the fiction of the future will be

the condensed Epic of Solomon Grundy: “Solomon

Grundy, born on Monday, christened on Tuesday, marned

on Wednesday, taken ill on Thursday, worse on Friday,

died on Saturday, buried on Sunday; that was the end of

Solomon Grundy.” The bare facts, very bare! All, all are

gone, the old familiar faces-Mr. Pickwick, Captain Ahab

chasing the White Whale, Jean Valjean, Becky Sharp.

They won’t go into the volume 1001 Plots of Famous

Novels. That will be the end of fiction—a squeezed orange.

Worse yet will be the calamity that is bound to come if

aU we take is a very quick look at the world and its prob-

lems. William James said that the baby’s first mental

operation is “Thingumbob again.” Many will use that as

their only mental operation, calling things
;

hin^™kob

again” that aren’t thingumbob at all. They will be deluded

into thinking that averting the world’s jeopardy is a simple

matter for the drill sergeant, “Squads nght! Or that all

world .problems can be condensed and simplified into a

military one of “containing Russia.” Lewis Carroll pictured

the danger of a hurried look

:

He thought he saw a rattlesnake

Addressing him in Greek.

He looked again, and found it was

The middle of next week.

SIR: I had four and a half minutes to spare last week,

so I devoted them to reading the current issue of

Quick, the little magazine which is a modern miracle of

condensation. It does wonders in reducing the world’s

affairs to telegraphic form. Here is high tribute to Quick.

It struggles nobly and well to shape the earth, the sea and

the air into a capsule of information.

I wonder as I wander through its pages, however,

whether it is really keeping up with the American demand

for hurry and abbreviation. I fear the public needs some-

thing quicker. Why, for instance, spin out to the length

of 1 7 1 words the explication of a simple little matter like

the Iranian oil dispute? Or grow verbose to the extent of

224 words in discussing the prospects of inflation in 1953 -

Surely that is verbal inflation. Perhaps the next step wi

be a magazine entitled Quicker, followed by the ultimate

aid to people in a hurry, one called Quickest.

There is an expression, familiar in some parts of the

south, “I’m in a slow hurry.” That does not go for the

whole country. Too manv people are in a fast hum'. 1

He thought he saw an elephant

That practiced on the fife.

He looked again, and found it was

A letter from his wife.

Better take a second look, even if it takes time.

Yours,

Simeon Stylites.

‘In Remembrance of Me

HOW brief this earthly sacrament

We keep with bread and wine

A few score years in this small world

That time and space confine.

But through eternity’s wide realms,

So bright with song and wing,

His Living Presence shall replace

Our earth’s remembering.
Leslie Savace Clark.


